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WINNER OF THE PRIX ALBERT LONDRES 

Multiple awards-winning web series adaptation by Arte (20 animated shorts 
directed by Léonard Cohen)  

This one of a kind graphic novel is a rare opportunity to catch a glimpse of a real, human, 
devastating Iraq through 1000 tweets and Léonard Cohen’s poignant illustrations.  

Feurat Alani is a French-Iraqi journalist. During the summer of 2016, dissuaded and disappointed by 
how Iraq is described in the media, he posts over 1000 tweets, in which he tells the world about his 
Iraq.  

Feurat grew up in Paris, but spent many childhood summers in an Iraq that he watched fall apart under 
the dictatorship of Saddam Hussein. As an adult, he reports from an Iraq under American occupation, 
and discovers the sounds and silences of war. The Perfume of Iraq is an intimate and discerning look on 
a battered country from first a child’s, then a young man’s perspective. Together with Léonard Cohen’s 
superb illustrations, the result is a poetic and powerful story of a different Iraq.  

 Praise for THE PERFUME OF IRAQ 

Melancholic, poetic, each section tells a precise memory illustrated by a powerful and poetic 
animation... The Perfume of Iraq majestically depicts a forgotten vision of the Arab world, generous and 
rich, joyful and free. 
Le Monde 
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Feurat Alani has found an equally singular way of telling this unique experience of war, summoning 
his fears and those of his family and friends, evoking the shattered destinies of his cousins and the 
quickly disappointed hopes of their parents to deliver a chronicle that is both precise and diffuse, 
deeply intimate and extremely subtle. 
Télérama 
 
With humility, almost sweetness, Feurat Alani tells what he has seen, experienced, felt, smelt and tasted. 
And that’s all. But it speaks to us, and transports us. Unlike others, he manages to give flesh to a story 
of which we are usually only allowed to see scraps, dust and ruins, and calls it "perfume". Iraq told 
through its perfume, what a beautiful approach! 
Le Point 
 

The son of an Iraqi political refugee living in Paris, FEURAT ALANI became a journalist and was 
the correspondent in Baghdad between 2003 and 2008 for several newspapers. He regularly writes for 
Le Monde Diplomatique, Orient, XXI and Géo.  

LÉONARD COHEN is a French illustrator and animator. His work has won several awards. 
He currently lives in Frankfurt working as a freelancer and developing personal 
projects. https://www.instagram.com/leonardcohenanimation/ 
 

 


