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ANDRÉE BLOUIN  

MY COUNTRY, AFRICA   

A U T O B I O G R A P H Y  O F  A  B L A C K  
P A S I O N A R I A  

CLIENT: ÈVE BLOUIN 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (300 PP) IN ENGLISH 
AND FRENCH 
PUB DATE (USA): 1983 
PUBLISHER: PRAEGER 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 
At the age of three, Andrée Blouin was placed in a Catholic orphanage 
in the then French Congo. Like many of the "orphans" at the school, she had parents who were alive—
her father, a French businessman, and her mother, a 14-year-old Banziri tribeswoman. 
In colonial Africa in the 1920s, biracial girls, embarrassing evidence of the commingling of races, were 
confined to lives of miseries disguised as religious penance. Fourteen years of suffering with the nuns 
taught Andree an outrage against injustice that sparked her life work. 
My Country, Africa chronicles, in her own eloquent words, the extraordinary life of Andree Blouin, a 
pivotal figure in Africa’s struggles for independence, who became chief of protocol to Congolese prime 
minister Patrice Lumumba. In an absorbing and intensely personal account, Andrée traces her 
evolution from rebellious schoolgirl to "black pasionaria.” Possibly the only woman to emerge a leader 
of the liberation movements of the 1950s and 1960s, she was at times branded a courtesan and a witch. 
Slander, expulsion, even attempts against her life did not deter her while she was embroiled in the 
events that led to the assassination of Lumumba. She won world acclaim as the Madame de Stael of the 
African Independence Movement as she fought to teach her humiliated and resigned countrywomen 
a new sense of pride and dignity. 
 
My Country Africa was written by Andrée Blouin and adapted in English by fellow writer Jean 
MacKellar. The book was published as an academic book by Double Day then Praeger in the US in 
1983, later endorsed by Jessica Mitford. Having been out of print for years, Andrée Blouin's daughter, 
Eve Blouin is determined to expose a side of history which has too often been overlooked.  
 
EVE BLOUIN’s commitment to promoting the culture of the developing world stems from her 
diverse background, European and African. In Paris she began channeling creativity into the rebellious, 
cosmopolitan youth counter-culture in the 1980s when she introduced World Music to the radio 
station she was hosting, Radio Nova, the most progressive station in France which continues today. 
This culminated with the creation of a band, Chantage, a new wave duo which gained fame in France 
and England in the late 1980s, featuring Bob Marley's hit "Same Thing Twice".  
Starting a family in London opened up new opportunities such as the collection of art and subsequent 
design of several contemporary homes in both Europe and America.  
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In 2014, she wrote and co-directed a visionary film about Haiti, 'In the Eye of the Spiral', narrated by 
Annie Lennox. It won the Big Apple Film Festival award for best feature-documentary. In addition to 
that, she recently completed a dramatic comedy set based in Miami.  
In 2017, she wrote 'Realismo Maravilloso' a feature documentary that won an award at both the 'Cuban 
American Film Festival', in Miami, the 'Short Long World Festival', in Corrientes, Argentina, and the 
'Five Continents Film Festival', in Venezuela. 
Both documentaries are part of a triptych about Caribbean literature and philosophy. The third is 
about Oral Tradition in the African continent. 
At present, she is working on putting her mother's memoirs, which she has translated from English to 
French, into reader’s hands all over the world. 
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LILI  STERN-POHLMANN  I N  
C O N V E R S A T I O N  W I T H  A N N A  B L A S I A K   

LILI  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (180 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): NOVEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
Introduction by Philippe Sands 
Historical Context by Clare Mulley 
Illustrated with photographs throughout 

 
This is the story of Lili Pohlmann’s incredible childhood and survival.  

During the Second World War she was helped by many people, sometimes by simply ‘looking the 
other way’; but of especial significance were two remarkable non-Jews: a German woman working for 
the Nazi occupying forces in Lemberg, and a Greek Catholic Metropolitan Archbishop. After the war 
Lili came to London in the first of three transports of Jewish children from Poland. She arrived in the 
British capital on her sixteenth birthday. She still lives in London. 

The book consists of interviews with Lili, revealing her own voice, which is vivid, colourful and 
engaging. The conversations focus on Lili’s childhood, wartime experiences, her arrival in London and 
years shortly after the war. They are accompanied by historical commentaries, as well as more personal 
pieces from the author, Anna Blasiak, framing and contrasting Lili’s story and experiences with the 
story of somebody from a different generation, growing up years after the war in Poland, a place where 
the vanished Jews left a painful, gaping hole. 

 
LILI POHLMANN was born Lili Stern in Lwów on 29 March 1930 and before the war lived in 
Kraków with her parents and brother. She and her mother were the only family members who survived 
the war. Lili arrived in London on 29 March 1946 in the first of three transports of Jewish children 
brought over from Poland by the Rabbi Dr Solomon Schonfeld, who gave them a new life and freedom 
in this country. 

Lili has worked tirelessly to build bridges between the Polish Catholic and Jewish communities. She 
strives to make sure the survivors' legacy is heard, she wants to make sure that others know about the 
brave people who risked their lives to save Jews. In 2007 she received one of Poland's highest 
accolades, The Commander's Cross of Polonia Restituta, awarded for extraordinary and distinguished 
service. 

ANNA BLASIAK is a poet, translator, journalist and literature co-ordinator of the European 
Literature Network. She has translated over 40 books from English into Polish and some fiction from 
Polish into English In addition to her book-length translations, her work has been published in Best 
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European Fiction 2015, Asymptote, The Guardian, B O D Y Literature, Modern Poetry in Translation and York 
Literary Review. Anna has a particular interest in the Holocaust stories. 

 
PRAISE 

 

"Lili Pohlmann is the most remarkable person I have ever met. Her story is at once a testament to 
humanity and a profound and timely warning of what can happen to us all when that humanity is 
denied by political leaders. It should be required reading in these troubled times. I am proud to call her 
a friend.” 
—James O’Brien, Broadcaster, LBC 
 
“A moving and important book, a conversation between two immigrants who started their new lives 
in London. Lili, as one of the last remaining eyewitnesses of Shoah, reveals the story of her life to 
Anna, talks about her Jewish family, relays her memories, also the tragic ones and shares startling truths 
about war, at the same time giving us hope and a message for the future. Highly recommended.” 
—Wioletta Greg, author of Swallowing Mercury longlisted for the Man Booker International 
2017 and Finite Formulae & Theories of Chance shortlisted for the Griffin Poetry Prize 2015 
 
“It is a life story of an extraordinary person who lost her happy childhood and had to tread a path of 
suffering and pain, but has never lost hope, courage, dignity and ability to love and forgive, devoting 
her life to ensure that never again will evil prevail.” 
—Witold Sobków, former Polish Ambassador in the UK 

I started reading Lili and couldn't put the book down! The story is narrated in such a captivating way. 
I read a great deal about the Holocaust, academic books as well as personal narratives, and find this 
book outstanding in many ways. Clearly Lili's personality is unique and bringing to life such a 
horrendous historical era using a variety of small facts -- with almost no historical arguments -- makes 
her story overwhelming. I found this book truly outstanding. And the interaction between Lillie 
and Anna Blasiak is fascinating. 

—Emanuela Barasch Rubinstein, author of Mephisto in the Third Reich, The Devil, the 
Saints, and the Church: Reading Hochhuth's The Deputy, and Five Selves. 
 
“Due to the extraordinary kindness of strangers during The Holocaust, as well as their own remarkable 
ingenuity, Lili Pohlmann and her mother were the only survivors of an extended family of over three 
hundred. This is the incredible story of how that happened, yet for Lili the more significant question 
has always been why. Why, when so many were cruelly taken, was she chosen to live? The relentless 
search for an answer to that unanswerable question has infused that life with purpose. Lili is the 
embodiment of empathy with a unique talent for bringing people together – witnessed by her 
successful career as a translator and interpreter. Her kindness and generosity has touched innumerable 
hearts of all ages, and her indomitable spirit has enriched countless lives. Lili’s voice, so sensitively 
captured on these pages, brims with humanity; as you, dear reader, are about to see, time spent in her 
company is always a pleasure.” 
—Antony Lishak, CEO Learning from the Righteous 
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F R A N C E S C A  E K W U Y A S I   

BUTTER HONEY PIG 
BREAD 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (368 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
On the longlist of the Novascotia Giller Prize ! 

An intergenerational saga about three Nigerian women: a novel about food, family, and 
forgiveness.  

Butter Honey Pig Bread is a story of choices and their consequences, of motherhood, of the malleable 
line between the spirit and the mind, of finding new homes and mending old ones, of voracious 
appetites, of queer love, of friendship, faith, and above all, family.  

Francesca Ekwuyasi's debut novel tells the interwoven stories of twin sisters, Kehinde and Taiye, and 
their mother, Kambirinachi. Kambirinachi feels she was born an ogbanje, a spirit that plagues families 
with misfortune by dying in childhood to cause its mother misery. She believes that she has made the 
unnatural choice of staying alive to love her human family and now lives in fear of the consequences 
of that decision.  

Some of Kambirinachi's worst fears come true when her daughter, Kehinde, experiences a devasting 
childhood trauma that causes the family to fracture in seemingly irreversible ways. As soon as she's of 
age, Kehinde moves away and cuts contact with her twin sister and mother. Alone in Montreal, she 
struggles to find ways to heal while building a life of her own. Meanwhile, Taiye, plagued by guilt for 
what happened to her sister, flees to London and attempts to numb the loss of the relationship with 
her twin through reckless hedonism.  

Now, after more than a decade of living apart, Taiye and Kehinde have returned home to Lagos to 
visit their mother. It is here that the three women must face each other and address the wounds of the 
past if they are to reconcile and move forward.  
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FRANCESCA EKWUYASI is a writer and filmmaker originally from Lagos, Nigeria. Her work 
explores themes of faith, family, queerness, consumption, loneliness, and belonging. Her work has 
been published in Winter Tangerine Review, Brittle Paper, Transition Magazine, the Malahat Review, Visual Art 
News, Vol. 1 Brooklyn, and GUTS magazine. Her story "á»?run is Heaven" was longlisted for the 2019 
Journey Prize. She lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
 

PRAISE 

This multi-continental tale is alight with the force of its characters' sway between history and the 
present, home and country, family - chosen and otherwise. Where expectations of genre leave their 
own delicious signatures across fabulism, the folkloric, the strange, and a mercurial realism, the 
queerness and sensuality of this debut novel excites. Butter Honey Pig Bread roves taste-first through the 
ingredients of things that mark the modern, if enduring, currents of familial and amorous bonds by a 
writer of ample talent. -Canisia Lubrin, author of The Dyzgraphxst 

In this remarkable debut novel, a family of Nigerian women attempt to carefully tiptoe around an 
unspeakable tragedy. Through masterfully crafted scenes full of sumptuous imagery, readers are 
moved, just as these characters are, by forces beyond their control, beyond their lifetimes. -Catherine 
Hernandez, author of Scarborough 

Francesca Ekwuyasi is a new and exciting voice, the kind of writer whose work both challenges and 
enlightens. With Butter Honey Pig Bread, she has written a deeply moving novel that explores trauma, 
healing, and the beautifully complex relationships between mothers and daughters with vivid honesty. 
This is an inspiring debut. -Zeba Blay, senior culture writer, Huffington Post 

A luminous talent reveals itself in debut novelist Francesca Ekwuyasi's Butter Honey Pig Bread. This 
intergenerational tale of three Nigerian women finding their way through a maze of love, memory, and 
trauma weaves a haunting spell over the reader from its very first word. Ekwuyasi's sensuous prose, 
deft plotting, and keen insights into human nature combine to form a vision that feels like peering 
deep into the souls of a trio of dear friends. At once delicious and heartbreaking, Butter Honey Pig 
Bread will leave the reader full, yet longing for more. -Kai Cheng Thom, author of I Hope We Choose 
Love 
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M A R C  H E R M A N  L Y N C H   

ARBORESCENT 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (224 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
Ghosts, doppelgangers, and a man who turns into a tree: a startling fiction debut that strives 
to articulate the Asian immigrant body.  

In the beltline of a run-of-the-mill Canadian metropolis, an apartment complex called Cambrian Court 
has become the focal point of an outlandish unfurling, where even the laws of physics are becoming 
questioned. Embroiled within this psychic plot are three neighbours - Nohlan Buckles, Hachiko 
Yoshimoto, and Zadie Chan - complete strangers whose ordinary lives have become rife with bizarre 
antagonists: an ogrish landlord, a fanatical romantic, a psychic horticulturalist. The further they are 
drawn into this otherworld the more reality becomes suspect: Nohlan is convinced he's turning into a 
tree; Hachiko's staging of a kabuki comes to life; and Zadie unwittingly begins to produce 
doppelgangers. Distant at first, they come to realize just how dependent and intertwined their lives 
are.  

In Marc Herman Lynch's debut novel, some people explode, and others come back to life, but at the 
heart of it all are the fleeting yet indelible connections we make with one another. Darkly funny, lyrically 
charged, and gothically absurd, Arborescent is a raw and brilliantly imagined depiction of our 
disconnected contemporary world. 

MARC HERMAN LYNCH is a first generation, French-Chinese immigrant. He has an MA from 
the University of Calgary and is the president of filling Station magazine. Arborescent is his first novel. 
He lives in Calgary. 
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HEIDI  JAMES 

THE SOUND MIRROR  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (234 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): AUGUST 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
“A contemporary feminist novel (as if) composed by Sophocles’ 
sister.” The Irish Times 
 
 
Tamara is going to kill her mother, but she isn't the villain. Tamara just has to finish what began at her 
birth and put an end to the damage encoded in her blood. 
 
Quitting her job in Communications, Tamara dresses carefully and hires a car, making the trip from 
London to her hometown in Kent, to visit her mother for the last time. She is harried by voices from 
the past and the future that reveal the struggles, joys and secrets of these women's lives that continue 
to echo through and impact her own. 
 
The Sound Mirror spans three familial generations from British Occupied India to Southern England. 
Through intimately rendered characters, Heidi James has crafted a haunting and moving examination 
of class, war, violence, family and shame from the rich details of ordinary lives. 
 
London resident HEIDI JAMES has a Ph.D. in English Literature and an M.A. in Creative Writing. 
Her short stories and essays have appeared in numerous periodicals, and her novella, The Mesmerist's 
Daughter, won the 2015 Saboteur Award for Best Novella. She was a finalist for the Cinnamon Poetry 
Collection Prize, and in 2008 she was awarded the Sophie Warne Fellowship. 
 

 
 

PRAISE FOR THE SOUND MIRROR 
 

The Sound Mirror starts on such a high note that one wonders how the author will ever manage to 
sustain it. After an opening sentence such as “She is going to kill her mother today” – with its nod to 
Albert Camus’s The Stranger and Ann Quin’s Berg – the only way is down, surely. 
Against all the odds, Heidi James rises to the challenge, parlaying this expository gambit into an 
exhilarating, heart-rending work that is full of surprises ... (one gets) the giddy feeling one is reading a 
contemporary feminist novel composed by Sophocles’ sister.’ The Irish Times 
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The Sound Mirror will take your breath away. The prose is raw and beautiful and doesn’t shy away from 
packing a punch and discussing life and its ugliness. From history and emancipation to missed 
opportunities and small acts of rebellion The Sound Mirror by Heidi James offers us a new way to see 
womanhood, motherhood, and ancestral history. The women on the pages are real and so are their 
struggles, their triumphs and their mistakes that end up shaping the next generation in ways no one 
can ever predict. There are as many stories as there are people in the world and Heidi James has 
generously offered us the chance to read three such extraordinary tales. The Fountain 
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SHARON DUGGAL 

SHOULD WE FALL 
BEHIND  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (300 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
 

Jimmy Noone escapes his difficult life in a small town and finds himself living on the streets of a big 
city where he meets Betwa, who brings with her a chance of real friendship and a glimpse of new hope. 
Betwa disappears and Jimmy walks across the sprawling metropolis searching for her. 

He arrives on Shifnal Road on the other side of the river where people from all over the world live 
side by side yet some inhabitants are so isolated they seem to have disappeared altogether. Jimmy 
becomes the catalyst for their lives colliding. 

Journeys to the street and to the city are retraced, so too are stories abundant with lost dreams, 
unrivalled friendship, profound love and stifling grief, each underpinned with the subtle threads of 
commonality which intersect them all. 

Should We Fall Behind is about the passing of time, and the intricate weaves of joy and suffering, love 
and loss which shape human life along the way. It is about the people who have somehow become 
invisible, and how their stories make them visible once more. 

 
SHARON DUGGAL was born in Handsworth, Birmingham and now lives in Hove with her family. 
Sharon’s debut The Handsworth Times was chosen as a City Reads in 2017 and was The Morning Star 
Book of The Year. 
 
 

PRAISE FOR SHOULD WE FALL BEHIND 
 

Duggal writes about the devastation of vulnerable lives with all the hard-eyed clarity of William Trevor, 
and as much literary heart as Rohinton Mistry – SHOULD WE FALL BEHIND deeply inhabits its 
world but wears its craft so lightly – it is beautifully observed, suffused with inner-city melancholy and 
shot through with the hope that can only come from random encounters, the small acts of generosity 
that help strangers to find affinity with each other even in the worst of times. Preti Taneja, award-
winning author, We That Are Young 
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A marvellous read – A tale of how so many of the ordinary people we encounter are extraordinary, 
which makes this book more compelling with each page. Mark Steel, comedian and writer 

An achingly tender gem which explores the meaning of home and community in its many, complex 
guises. Compassionate and wise. I adored it.   Laura Wilkinson, author of Skin Deep 

Profound, powerful and utterly compelling, Should We Fall Behind is a novel for our times.   Amy 
Raphael, author and journalist 
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RONAN HESSION 

PANENKA  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (240 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
FILM RIGHTS TO RONAN HESSION’S PREVIOUS NOVEL, 
LEONARD AND HUNGRY PAUL UNDER OFFER!  

 
"His name was Joseph, but for years they had called him Panenka, a name that was his sadness and his story." 
 
Panenka has spent 25 years living with the disastrous mistakes of his past, which have made him an 
exile in his hometown and cost him his dearest relationships. 
Now aged 50, Panenka begins to rebuild an improvised family life with his estranged daughter and her 
seven-year-old son. Faced with losing everything, he meets Esther, a woman who has come to live in 
the town to escape her own disappointments. Together, they find resonance in each other's experiences 
and learn new ways to let love into their broken lives. 
 
  
RONAN HESSION, also known as the Dublin-based songwriter Mumblin' Deaf Ro, is also the 
bestselling author of Leonard and Hungry Paul shortlisted for 7 literary prizes incl. the Irish 
Book of The Year and British Book of The Year. 
 

PRAISE FOR LEONARD AND HUNGRY PAUL  
 

'God, what a voice Ronan has. It is spectacular and already feels like a cult classic. I was absolutely hooked.' - Donal 
Ryan, Man Booker and Costa listed author. 
 
‘It is a beautiful work of art.’ Irish Book of The Year winner and Women’s Prize short listed – Kit de 
Waal. 
 
‘A gentle masterpiece.’ Foyles – Book of The Month  
 
« What book last changed your thinking? » 
 
« Leonard and Hungry Paul by Rónán Hession. It’s about the most profound things: kindness, ordinary people. I 
loved it because it made me think differently about what books can be and what life is like. » 
Kit de Waal, Interview in the new Statesman 
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S . J .  NORBURY  

MRS. NARWHAL’S 
DIARY  

CLIENT: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (320 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

 
 

It was Jenni Murray who suggested I keep a diary. She said it was good for mental health, and I 
must say I did feel much less frazzled after writing everything down yesterday. The frustrations 
were all still there, but somehow smoothed out – as if by a really good steam iron. So I think I’ll 
carry on with it for now. It’s not often you come across a mood enhancer that’s both free and 
non-alcoholic, after all. What’s more it’s meant I can make use of those empty scrapbooks in the 
library, which I’ve been hoping for ages to repurpose.  

 
 

Mrs Narwhal is overwhelmed. Her husband, Hugh, is unkind and unhappy – working every hour at 
a job he hates to save the ancestral home he never wanted. Then there’s Hugh’s sister, Rose, who’s 
spurned her one true love, and ricochets from crisis to crisis, not to mention two small boys to bring 
up safely in a house that could crumble around their ears at any moment… 
 
When Hugh’s pride receives a fatal blow and he walks out, Mrs Narwhal is plunged into a crisis of 
both heart and home. With help from Rose she sets out to save the house her husband couldn’t. 
But can she save her marriage? And does she really want Hugh back? 
 
Funny, evocative and moving, Mrs Narwhal’s Diary is an irresistible story which will enchant and 
delight its readers. 
 
S J NORBURY lives in Herefordshire with her family. Mrs Narwhal’s Diary is her first novel. 
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HELEN KITSON  

OLD BONES  

CLIENT: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (336 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JANUARY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

 
 
 

“So much of life is about pretending to be something other than what one is:  
prettier, cleverer, less ordinary.” 

 
Diana and her sister Antonia are house-sharing spinsters who have never got over their respective 
first loves. Diana owns a gift shop, but rarely works there; and Antonia is unemployed, having lost 
her teaching job at an all girls’ school following a shocking outburst in the classroom after enduring 
years of torment. Antonia enjoys her “nice” magazines, Diana is a regular at the local library, and 
they treat themselves to coffee and cake once a week in the village café. 
 
Naomi lives alone, haunted by the failure of her two marriages. She works in the library, doesn’t get 
on with her younger colleagues, and rarely cooks herself a proper meal. Secretly she longs for a 
Boden frock. 
 
When a body is discovered in the local quarry, all three women’s lives are turned upside down. And 
when Diana’s old flame Gill turns up unexpectedly, tensions finally spill over and threaten to destroy 
the outwardly peaceful lives all three women have carefully constructed around themselves. 
 
Helen takes us back to the fictional Shropshire village of Morevale in this, her brilliant second novel 
which exposes the fragilities and strengths of three remarkably unremarkable elderly women.      
 
HELEN KITSON is an acclaimed poet and lives in Worcester with her husband, two teenaged 
children and two rescue cats. Her first poetry collection was nominated for the Forward Best First 
Collection Prize. She has published three other poetry collections and her short fiction has appeared 
in magazines including Ambit, Feminist Review and Stand. Old Bones is her second novel after The 
Last Words of Madeleine Anderson, published in 2019.  
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ANNA CHILVERS  

EAST COAST ROAD  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (350 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): NOVEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH (UK, 
NA) 
 
 
 
Jen is seeing things that others do not. After a traumatic event, as university gives way to the summer 
break, she is plagued by dark memories and the only person there for her is her cousin – a cousin that 
no one else can see. Together they embark on a journey that changes Jen and her world forever. 
 
Haunting, shape-shifting and tense, East Coast Road takes the reader on a thrilling quest which 
challenges our preconceptions. Chilvers is a master storyteller and she guides us through the 
complexities of devotion, faith, tenderness, grief and desire, all set against the rugged coastal edges of 
north east England.’ 
 

ANNA CHILVERS  is a writer, a runner, a long distance walker, a mother, a teacher and a reader. 
Her first novel, FALLING THROUGH CLOUDS, was published by Bluemoose in 2010. She has 
also published a collection of short stories, LEGGING IT (Pennine Prospects, 2012) and her play, 
THE ROOM was performed in the Hebden Bridge Arts Festival 2013. Her second novel TAINTED 
LOVE was published in 2016. She teaches writing for the WEA and works with other groups of young 
writers and adults. 

Anna was Writer in Residence for the Watershed Landscape project and worked on the Stanza Stones 
project with Simon Armitage, as well as with iMove on Wordstones and Words and Walking. She is 
particularly interested in the links between writing, walking and the landscape. She is a member of the 
Elmet Trust and organises the Ted Hughes Festival, The Elmet Poetry Prize and the Ted Hughes 
Young Poets Award. Anna has worked extensively with bookgroups and has run the 646 Book Club 
for ten years. She lives in Hebden Bridge with her family and her dog, Bet, and two cats. 

  
 

 
 
  

FIC
TIO

N
 / N

O
V

EL 



 
deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com  phone +33142544389  mobile +33622081500 

www.agencedeborahdruba.com 
 

20 

 
 
CHRIS  WALSH  

THE DIG STREET 
FESTIVAL  

CLIENT: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (428 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MARCH 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 
It’s 2006 in the fictional East London borough of Leytonstow. The UK’s pub smoking ban is about 
to happen, and thirty-eight-and-a-half year old John Torrington, a mopper and trolley collector at 
his local DIY store, is secretly in love with the stylish, beautiful, and middle class Lois, a barmaid at 
his local pub (who has a degree in The History of Art and knows what schadenfreude means). John 
and his hapless, strange, and down-on-their-luck friends, Gabby Longfeather and Glyn Hopkins, 
live in Clements Markham House - a semi-derelict Edwardian villa divided into unsanitary bedsits, 
and (mis)managed by the shrewd, Dickensian businessman, Mr Kahn.   
 
When Mr Kahn, in a bizarre and possibly criminal fluke, makes him fabulously credit-worthy, John 
surprises his friends and colleagues alike by announcing he will ‘enable humanity to reach the next 
level’ by organising an amazing urban love revolution, aka the Dig Street Festival. But when he 
discovers dark secrets at the DIY store, and Mr Kahn’s ruthless gentrification scheme for Clements 
Markham House, John’s plans take several unexpected and worrisome turns…   
 
Funny, original, philosophical, and unexpectedly moving, The Dig Street Festival takes a long, hard, 
satirical look at modern British life, and asks of us all, how can we be better people?  
 

 
 

CHRIS WALSH grew up in Middlesbrough and now lives in Kent. He writes both fiction and 
non-fiction. The Dig Street Festival is his first novel. 
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TÉA MUTONJI  

SHUT UP, YOU’RE 
PRETTY 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (176 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2019 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRENCH/WORLD (TÊTE 
PREMIERE) 
RIGHTS HELD: GERMANY, THE NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 

Winner of the Edmund White Award for Debut Fiction; Winner of the Trillium Book Award, 
Finalist for the Rogers Writers' Trust of Canada Fiction Prize; Finalist for the Publishing 
Triangle Award; a Globe and Mail and The Walrus Best Book of the Year 
 
In Tea Mutonji's disarming debut, a woman contemplates her Congolese traditions during a family 
wedding, a teenage girl looks for happiness inside a pack of cigarettes, a mother reconnects with her 
daughter through their shared interest in fish, and a young woman decides to shave her head in the 
waiting room of an abortion clinic. These punchy, sharply observed stories blur the lines between 
longing and choosing, exploring the narrator's experience as an involuntary one. Tinged with pathos 
and humour, they interrogate the moments in which femininity, womanness, and identity are not only 
questioned but also imposed.  

Shut Up You're Pretty is the first book to be published under the imprint VS. Books, a series of books 
curated and edited by writer-musician Vivek Shraya featuring work by new and emerging Indigenous 
or Black writers, or writers of colour.  
 
TÉA MUTONJI is an award-winning poet and writer. Born in Congo-Kinshasa, she now lives and 
writes in Scarborough, Ontario where she was named emerging writer of the year (2017) by the Ontario 
Book Publishers Organization. Shut Up You're Pretty is her first book. 
 

 Praise for SHUT UP, YOU’RE PRETTY 

FIC
TIO

N
 / N

O
V

EL  



 
deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com  phone +33142544389  mobile +33622081500 

www.agencedeborahdruba.com 
 

22 

The stories are vivid and unsettling in their detail... Mutonji writes with grit and quick-witted humour. 
The ease with which these stories unfold is a facet of the author's craft: the prose holds its emotion in 
the same way the characters hold their pain. -Quill and Quire (STARRED REVIEW) 

A sense of assuredness permeates Mutonji's writing in Shut Up You’re Pretty. Through a series of 18 
strikingly raw vignettes, Loli's identity flows like the Congolese river she is named after. -Toronto Star 

Shut Up You're Pretty is a chronicle of millennial malaise, gendered and seaming with a discontent that 
does not sleep on the status quo of any page. Tea Mutonji is a writer who is assured and measured 
with a style all her own, holding a hand up to greats like Hurston and Kincaid. She takes back the 21st 
century in this delicious feast of stories as vivid and taut as they are understated. --Canisia Lubrin, 
author of Voodoo Hypothesis and augur 

Tea Mutonji's timely, original, and absorbing stories compose a shattered and shattering 
bildungsroman. Her lyric, dramatically charged fragments are linked by rich and vital prose, captivating 
and urgent storytelling, and an eye for the strange and striking detail. Probing the mundane, the 
traumatic, and all the struggles in between with authenticity, intelligence, and art, Shut Up You're Pretty is 
a stunning debut. -Daniel Scott Tysdal, author of Predicting the Next Big Advertising Breakthrough Using a 
Potentially Dangerous Method 

Each story is a separate, richly-described glimpse into an aspect of the protagonist's life, and together 
they form a whole picture of a young woman who is struggling to understand herself and her world. -
Book Riot 

This book asks us to witness the journey of a girl into womanhood, holding in her arms the fragile 
understandings of femininity as a commodity, femininity as a caretaker, femininity as a storyteller. 
Dulled by the residue of trauma and sharpened by the expectations of the streets, Tea's characters are 
painfully and beautifully rendered in these gritty, must-read stories. --Catherine Hernandez, author 
of Scarborough 

 
 
. 
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CATH BARTON  

IN THE SWEEP OF THE 
BAY  

CLIENT: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (144 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): NOVEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

 
Marriage, love, and longing, set against the majestic backdrop of Morecambe Bay, the Lakeland Fells, 
and the faded splendour of the Midland Hotel. 
 
Ted Marshall meets Rene in the dancehalls of Morecambe and they marry during the frail optimism of 
the 1950s. They adopt the roles expected of man and wife at the time: he the breadwinner at the family 
ceramics firm, and she the loyal housewife, but as the years go by, they both find themselves wishing 
for more…  
 
After Ted survives a heart attack, both see it as a new beginning… but can a faded love like theirs ever 
be rekindled?  
 
 
   
CATH BARTON lives in Abergavenny. She won the New Welsh Writing AmeriCymru Prize for 
the Novella in 2017 for The Plankton Collector, which was published in September 2018 by New 
Welsh Review under their Rarebyte imprint. She also writes short stories and flash fiction and, with 
her critical writing, is a regular contributor to Wales Arts Review.  
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C O R I N N E  M A N N I N G  

WE HAD NO RULES 
 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (192 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
A defiant, beautifully realized story collection about the messy complications of contemporary 
queer life.  

A young teenager runs from her family's conservative home to her sister's NY apartment to learn a 
very different set of rules. A woman grieves the loss of a sister, a "gay divorce," and the pain of 
unacknowledged abuse with the help of a lone wallaby on a farm in Washington State. A professor of 
women's and gender studies revels in academic and sexual power but risks losing custody of the family 
dog.  

In Corinne Manning's stunning debut story collection, a cast of queer characters explore the choice of 
assimilation over rebellion. In this historical moment that's hyperaware of and desperate to define even 
the slowest of continental shifts, when commitment succumbs to the logic of capitalism and nobody 
knows what to call each other or themselves - Gay? Lesbian? Queer? Partners? Dad? - who are we? 
And if we don't know who we are, what exactly can we offer each other? 

Spanning the years 1992 to 2019, and moving from New York to North Carolina to Seattle, the eleven 
first-person stories in We Had No Rules feature characters who feel the promise of a radically 
reimagined world but face complicity instead.  

CORINNE MANNING is a prose writer and literary organizer. Their stories and essays have been 
published widely, including in Toward an Ethics of Activism and Shadow Map: An Anthology of Survivors of 
Sexual Assault. Corinne founded The James Franco Review, a project that sought to address implicit bias 
in the publishing industry. 
 

PRAISE 

Wistful, funny, angry, bitter, raw - Manning both shocks and enthralls. -Booklist (STARRED 
REVIEW) 
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Corinne Manning's nuanced and interconnected short stories explore queerness through the lens of 
rules, and rules through the lens of queerness. -Shelf Awareness 

Corinne Manning's smart, funny debut collection is a necessary reminder that individuals are more 
than any one single identity. These characters are the best mix of surprising and recognizable that any 
reader of good short stories could ever hope to find. Brava! -Rebecca Brown, author of The Gifts of the 
Body 

From its first sentence Corinne Manning's We Had No Rules feels essential, every word charged with 
meaning and feeling. This book is nothing less than a record of survival, a nervous system on the page, 
a sequence of stories in which characters attempt to make better, truer relationships that want to defy 
the structures of language that constrict us. Expansive, soulful, vulnerable, sexy, funny, and broken, We 
Had No Rules is queer all the way down to its bones. -Paul Lisicky, author of Later and The Narrow Door 

These stories are exquisite portals into the weird, scary, hilarious, hot, and revelatory moments that 
make up a queer life. I recognized Manning's characters immediately: they are me, my friends, my 
guides, my mistakes. What an act of humanity to have written them. -Melissa Febos, author of Whip 
Smart and Abandon Me 

With elegant precision and understated glee, We Had No Rulesopens up the ache between heartbreak 
and self-actualization -- between theory and practice, intimacy and belonging, community and loss. By 
confronting the regimentation in queer lives and loves, Manning explores the push and pull of 
intergenerational yearning in surprising ways. Tidy in structure yet emotionally unresolved, We Had No 
Rules rejects false closure, daring us to come up with our own answers. -Mattilda Bernstein Sycamore, 
author of Sketchtasy 

A powerful testament to the complexity of identity and desire. -Kirkus Reviews 

Manning [weaves] a neon cat's cradle of complex characters whose questions and desires push on the 
constraints and freedoms of both. -Seattle Times 

Manning's debut collection exquisitely examines queer relationships with equal parts humor, heartache, 
and titillation . .. This enriching view of queer worlds unpacks narratives that have always been there, 
even if they're not often seen. -Publishers Weekly (STARRED REVIEW) 

An intimate, rebellious and often hilarious exploration of queer life in the U. S. in the 21st Century. -
Lambda Literary 

This debut short story collection from Seattle-based writer, artist, and teacher Corinne Manning is 
exactly the kind of book the queer canon needs . .. As necessary as it is delightful, We Had No Rules is 
not to be missed. -Literary Hub 
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J O H N  E L I Z A B E T H  S T I N T Z I  

VANISHING 
MONUMENTS 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (304 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): APRIL 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
Alani Baum, a non-binary photographer and teacher, hasn't seen their mother since they ran away with 
their girlfriend when they were seventeen - almost thirty years ago. But when Alani gets a call from a 
doctor at the assisted living facility where their mother has been for the last five years, they learn that 
their mother's dementia has worsened and appears to have taken away her ability to speak. As a result, 
Alani suddenly find themselves running away again - only this time, they're running back to their 
mother.  

Staying at their mother's empty home, Alani attempts to tie up the loose ends of their mother's life 
while grappling with the painful memories that - in the face of their mother's disease - they're terrified 
to lose. Meanwhile, the memories inhabiting the house slowly grow animate, and the longer Alani is 
there, the longer they're forced to confront the fact that any closure they hope to get from this 
homecoming will have to be manufactured.  

This beautiful, tenderly written debut novel by Bronwen Wallace Award for Emerging Writers winner 
John Elizabeth Stintzi explores what haunts us most, bearing witness to grief over not only what is 
lost, but also what remains. 

JOHN ELIZABETH STINTZI is a non-binary writer who grew up on a cattle farm in 
northwestern Ontario. They are the 2019 recipient of the RBC Bronwen Wallace Award, and their 
work has appeared in The Malahat Review, Kenyon Review Online, Ploughshares, and in their forthcoming 
poetry collection Junebat (House of Anansi). They have an MFA in Creative Writing from Stony Brook 
University in Southampton, NY and currently teach critical and creative writing at the Kansas City Art 
Institute. 

Praise for VANISHING MONUMENTS 
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The real pleasure of reading John Elizabeth Stintzi's book is to see a sensitive mind work through an 
internal landscape, and to watch them do it with such patience and generosity. -Sara Majka, author 
of Cities I've Never Lived In 
 

A camera "takes time and holds it still," says the narrator's mother, and reading Vanishing Monuments is like sifting 
through a darkroom and watching scenes emerge and accrue into an assemblage of life. Memory haunts this novel, 
at once elusive and inescapable. Like the narrative itself, it loops, layers, seizes, erodes. And John Elizabeth Stintzi 
conjures it all with a gorgeously queer, off-kilter grace. -Chelsey Johnson, author of Stray City 

Vanishing Monuments is a luminously written novel from an exciting writer, a welcome story of a midlife queer that 
many of us crave. -Literary Hub 

An enchanting story with a truly compelling protagonist, Stintzi has marked themself as a writer to watch. -Seattle 
Times 

A surreal, poetic meditation on the struggle to feel at home with the past, family, and one's own body. -Kirkus 
Reviews 

Vanishing Monuments presents a compelling and suspended kind of portrait, a space in which multiplicity of truth can 
coexist, can even contradict, and still be, at its core, the truth. -The New Territory 

A melancholic and complicated story about grief, memory and identity, the novel is a beautiful and compulsive 
read. -Xtra 

Stintzi deploys an impressive erudition in developing their debut novel . .. elegantly constructed . .. Highly 
recommended. -Vancouver Sun 

Vanishing Monuments is a beautiful portrait of disassociation at once between countries, family, gender, identities, 
and, most importantly, "the distance between . .. you and yourself. " Stintzi braids the Metamorphoses together with 
the expansiveness of Winnipeg, those rolling prairies, all wondrously and ravenously superimposed together to 
form a work that is wet with memory. With a keen eye for image and an attuned ear for the whistling screams of 
Manitoba, we move slowly but steadily through the memory palace that is a childhood home abandoned - here, 
memory serves to animate said house with a beckoning siren call that asks us to conceptualize the art of staying 
affectively with a mother whittling away from dementia and a narrator storytelling from a double exposed aperture. 
An absolute monumental achievement of a first novel. -Joshua Whitehead, author of Jonny Appleseed 

 
 
 
. 
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ANNA VAUGHT 

SAVING LUCIA  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (200 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): APRIL 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH NA 
 
 

 
On the Books to Watch Out For in 2020 list of the Irish Times 

 
Violet Gibson, Irish aristocrat and daughter of the first Baron Ashbourne, shot Mussolini in 1926 and 
spent the rest of her days in an English psychiatric hospital. A fellow “patient” was Lucia Joyce, 
daughter of James, who acts as our guide through the novel. Blavatsky, Yeats and Joyce himself were 
all guests at the Gibsons’ Merrion Square mansion; they appear as fleeting visitors in the novel; as 
Violet reminds us, “those who are confined have the best imaginations”. 

Saving Lucia is a novel inspired by some of the most interesting women in the history of psychiatry 
whose identities have been denuded, shaped by the rhetorics of men, quick to deem these women 
'lunatics'. Anna Vaught imaginatively fills in the gaps in these compelling women’s lives with humour 
and intelligence, giving voice to individuals whose screams and whispers can no longer be heard. Saving 
Lucia takes the reader on an epic journey of the possibilities and freedoms in the power of the 
imagination, asking the question: 'how do we define madness?'. Vaught explores the history of 
treatment for mental illness with a keen eye for detail, and an ever keener one for great storytelling. 
Saving Lucia is a book alive with stunning prose, perfect for readers of James Joyce, Shirley Jackson and 
Hilary Mantel.  

ANNA VAUGHT is an author, editor, reviewer, poet, English teacher, tutor and mentor for young 
people. Anna resides in Bath with her husband and three children, and has always worked to raise the 
profile of mental health care. Saving Lucia is her third book. Anna is available for publicity, events and 
features.  

 
PRAISE 

“What follows is a trip through the imagination, of what is, was and could have been, as seen through 
the eyes of these incredible women. It reads like a written daydream, it flits about like Violet’s 
passerines telling their incredible stories… you’ll fall in love with amazing book and the women 
within.  A book to treasure.” Orlando Books 
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KAREN JENNINGS  

AN ISLAND  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (188 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD  
 
 
 

 

Samuel has lived alone for a long time; one morning he finds the sea has brought someone to offer 
companionship and to threaten his solitude...  

A young refugee washes up unconscious on the beach of a small island inhabited by no one but Samuel, 
an old lighthouse keeper. Unsettled, Samuel is soon swept up in memories of his former life on the 
mainland: a life that saw his country suffer under colonisers, then fight for independence, only to fall 
under the rule of a cruel dictator; and he recalls his own part in its history. In this new man’s presence, 
he begins to consider, as he did in his youth, what is meant by land and to whom it should belong. To 
what lengths will a person go in order to ensure that what is theirs will not be taken from them?  

A novel about guilt and fear, friendship and rejection; about the meaning of home.  

 

KAREN JENNINGS is a South African author. Her debut novel, Finding Soutbek, was shortlisted for 
the inaugural Etisalat Prize for African Fiction. Her memoir, Travels with my Father, was published in 
2016, and in 2018 she released her debut poetry collection, Space Inhabited by Echoes. Currently living in 
Brazil, last year Karen completed post-doctoral research at the Federal University of Goiás on the 
historical relationship between science and literature, with a focus on eusocial insects. Karen works 
with the mentorship programmes run by Writivism and Short Story Day Africa, both of which 
promote writing in Africa. Her interests lie in colonialism, historically and in the lasting impact that it 
has had on the continent of Africa and beyond. She is particularly concerned with the quiet lives of 
the everyday people who have been mostly forgotten by the politicians, big businesses and the rest of 
the world. In this way, she strives to give the ordinary a voice that can be heard and appreciated. Karen 
was a Miles Morland Foundation Scholar while writing this book.  
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NATHALIE ABI-EZZI 

PAPER SPARROWS  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (204 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): APRIL 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 

 
 

'A beautifully written book about memory, music and the terror of modern warfare. We need these books, full of 
compassion and anger, that show us the emotional damage of conflict.' Patrice Lawrence, Rose Interrupted, 
Orangeboy 

‘There's a sensuous magic to this writing that caught me up and wouldn't let me go. A beautifully written story about 
the struggle for identity.  I loved it.’  Jenny Downham, Before I Die, You Against Me, Furious Thing 

 
It is the summer of 2006, and nineteen-year-old London music student, Layla, returns home for the 
holidays to a now peaceful Lebanon. When she arrives, though, she finds that her troubled younger 
brother has gone missing. "Borrowing" her father's car, she heads to Beirut to search for him, meeting 
a variety of people along the way. But her quest is cut short when, without warning, Beirut comes 
under heavy artillery fire. A new war has begun, and now she is trapped in the middle of it. 
 
NATHALIE ABI-EZZI was born in Beirut, and has lived in Lebanon, Austria and the UK.  
It was while working on her Ph.D in English Literature at King's College London that she realized that 
she wanted to write her own novels rather than just analyse other people's. So, while working variously 
as an editor, teacher and tutor, she wrote and published several prize-winning short stories and her 
first novel, A Girl Made of Dust (4th Estate, 2008), which was short-listed for the Desmond Elliot Prize 
and the Author's Club Best First Novel Award, and was the winner of the LiBeraturpreis in 2011. 
 
 
 

PRAISE FOR A GIRL MADE OF DUST  
 

'Captivating. A subtle, pertinent depiction of civilian life in the midst of bewildering conflict.' Catherine 
Taylor, The Guardian. 

'Beautifully written, lyrical, with vivid, sensual descriptions that are sophisticated yet completely 
believable.' Publishers Weekly. 

'A timely evocation of civilian suffering underneath the ubiquities of war...Heart-breaking and 
profound.' Sunday Business Post. 
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SIMON EDGE 

ANYONE FOR 
EDMUND?  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (204 PP)  
PUB DATE (UK): AUGUST 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS, ITALY, SPAIN 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT HUGH BRUNE hugh@eye-
books.com 

 

A canonical comedy featuring a medieval patron saint, a tennis court and a 
Westminster spin-doctor 
 
Under tennis courts at a ruined Suffolk abbey, archaeologists make a thrilling find: the remains of St 
Edmund, king and martyr. He was venerated for centuries as England’s patron saint, but his body has 
been lost since the closure of the monasteries. 

Culture Secretary Marina Spencer, adored by those who don’t know her, jumps on the bandwagon. 
Egged on her by her downtrodden adviser, Mark Price, she promotes St Edmund as a new patron 
saint for the UK, playing up his Scottish, Welsh and Irish credentials. Unfortunately, these credentials 
are a fiction, invented by Mark in a moment of panic.  

As crisis looms, the one person who can see through the whole deception is Mark’s cousin Hannah, a 
dig volunteer. Will she blow the whistle or help him out? And what of St Edmund himself, watching 
through the baffling prism of a very different age? 

Splicing ancient and modern as he did in his previous books, Simon Edge pokes fun at Westminster 
culture and celebrates the cult of a medieval saint in this beguiling and utterly original comedy.  

The hilarious, and strangely topical, new novel from the acclaimed author of The 
Hopkins Conundrum and A Right Royal Face Off 
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SIMON EDGE was born in Chester and read philosophy at Cambridge University. He was editor of 
the pioneering London paper Capital Gay before becoming a gossip columnist on the Evening 
Standard and then a feature writer on the Daily Express, where he was also a theatre critic for many 
years. He has an MA in Creative Writing from City University, London. His novel The Hopkins 
Conundrum, published in 2017, was longlisted for the Waverton Good Read Award. His second 
novel, The Hurtle of Hell, was published in 2018. He lives in Suffolk. 

 
PRAISE FOR A RIGHT ROYAL FACE-OFF 

 
‘The way in which the eighteenth century is rendered in this novel is witty, observant and joyously 
gossipy. The characterisations are sharp and Simon Edge has the painter’s eye for detail. It is paced 
beautifully and nothing is wasted’ NB magazine 

‘The more of Simon Edge you read, the more you realise that every element of his stories is hand-
selected and glued to the bigger picture – it’s whimsical, farce-like… scrapbooky, in the best possible 
way’ Buzz Magazine 

‘A tremendously enjoyable dual-timeline story centred on a painting by Thomas Gainsborough. 
Energetic and lively, it’s a book you can’t put down. Absolutely to recommend. A masterpiece!’ Books 
are Cool 

‘With sheer comedy and a lot of ambition, this short novel combines excellent writing, seemingly 
effortless historical research and a great understanding of people to create a really enjoyable read’ 
Northern Reader 

‘Edge’s Gainsborough is a likeable rogue, an ambitious painter locked in a professional tussle with 
Joshua Reynolds, and a father who worries about his grownup daughters….All the characters, from 
George III to Kaz Kareem, ‘a midway evictee from one of the last seasons of Big Brother’, are superbly realised. 
There are elements which remind me strongly of Tom Stoppard’s Arcadia…. It’s an excellent novel’ 
Books and Wine Gums 

‘If you thought the art world was stuffy and dull, think again! The perfect antidote to the miserable, 
crazy world we currently live in... A blast to read and quite touching at times, it’s a book that has a little 
bit of everything from history to mystery to satire. I highly recommend it’ Books and Me 

‘A deft and exuberant satire that is pointed whilst avoiding cruelty’ Never Imitate 

‘A richly entertaining account of Gainsborough's life and his rivalry with Sir Joshua Reynolds. This 
beautiful novel is written with a light touch and sharp, quirky style, reminiscent of Henry Fielding’ 
Chez Maximka 

‘It paints a picture that the reader can see from up close as well as from afar. Kind of like 
Gainsborough’s paintings themselves. I enjoyed every moment’ Trails of Tales 

 ‘Just when you think there are no more original plot-lines for a book, along comes this one. It’s the 
book you didn’t know you wanted to read…but trust me, you’ll love it’ Jena C Henry 
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M O L L Y  G A R T L A N D  

THE GIRL FROM THE 
HERMITAGE 
CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (288 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): SEPTEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS, ITALY, SPAIN 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT HUGH BRUNE hugh@eye-
books.com 
 
 
SHORTLISTED: Impress Prize 
LONGLISTED: Bath Novel Award 
LONGLISTED: Grindstone Novel Award 
 
From the siege of Leningrad to the glitz and bling of modern-day St 
Petersburg, a haunting debut about art, ageing and the changing face of a city.  

It is December 1941, and eight-year-old Galina and her friend Vera are caught in the siege of 
Leningrad, eating soup made of wallpaper, with the occasional luxury of a dead rat. Galina’s artist 
father Mikhail has been kept away from the front to help save the treasures of the Hermitage. Its cellars 
could now provide a safe haven, provided Mikhail can navigate the perils of a portrait commission 
from one of Stalin’s colonels. 

Nearly forty years later, Galina herself is a teacher at the Leningrad Art Institute. What ought to be a 
celebratory weekend at her forest dacha turns sour when she makes an unwelcome discovery. The 
painting she embarks upon that day will hold a grim significance for the rest of her life, as the old 
Soviet Union makes way for the new Russia and Galina’s familiar world changes out of all 
recognition. 

Warm, wise and utterly enthralling, Molly Gartland’s debut novel guides us from the old communist 
world, with its obvious terrors and its more surprising comforts, into the glitz and bling of 21st-
century St Petersburg. Galina’s story is at once a compelling page-turner and an insightful meditation 
on ageing and nostalgia. 
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Originally from Michigan, MOLLY GARTLAND worked in Moscow from 1994 to 2000 and has been 
fascinated by Russian culture ever since. She has an MA in Creative Writing from St Mary’s University, 
Twickenham and lives in London. The Girl from the Hermitage is her first novel. 

PRAISE 

‘A beautifully written book that takes you right into the characters’ world. Highly recommended’ - 
Lucinda Hawksley 

‘The best historical fiction helps us walk through history alongside ordinary people and that’s what The 
Girl from the Hermitage achieves with deceptive ease. Molly Gartland’s evocation of Russian life in all its 
contrasting stages is always utterly convincing and frequently affecting. It’s a terrific debut’ - Liz 
Trenow 

‘A captivating and richly imagined portrait of love, life and survival’ - Caroline Ambrose, founder, 
Bath Novel Award 
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RAY ROBINSON 

THE MATING HABITS 
OF STAGS  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (216 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2019 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS, ITALY, SPAIN 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT HUGH BRUNE hugh@eye-
books.com 
 
 
Midwinter. As former farmhand Jake, a widower in his seventies, wanders the beautiful, austere moors 
of North Yorkshire trying to evade capture, we learn of the events of his past: the wife he loved and 
lost, their child he knows cannot be his, and the deep-seated need for revenge that manifests itself in 
a moment of violence. 

On the coast, Jake’s friend, Sheila, receives the devastating news. The aftermath of Jake’s actions, and 
what it brings to the surface, will change her life forever. But how will she react when he turns up at 
her door? 

The Mating Habits of Stags is a journey through a life of guilt and things unsaid – and as beauty and 
tenderness blend with violence, Robinson transports us to a different world, subtly exploring love and 
loss in a language that both bruises and heals. 

An early version of the story was released in 2016 as the short film Edith, starring Peter Mullan and 
Michelle Fairley, which was Bafta-longlisted for Best British Short Film. 

 

Born in North Yorkshire, RAY ROBINSON first won attention in 2006 with his debut 
novel, Electricity. It was shortlisted for the James Tait Black Memorial Prize, the Authors’ Club Best 
First Novel Award and the Portico Prize. The screen adaptation premiered at the BFI London Film 
Festival and won Best Screenplay at the National Film Awards. 

His other novels are The Man Without, Forgetting Zoë and Jawbone Lake. Forgetting Zoë was a winner of the 
inaugural Jerwood Fiction Uncovered Prize. 

He wrote the multi-award-winning short film Edith, starring Peter Mullan and Michelle Fairley, on 
which his fifth novel, The Mating Habits of Stags, is based. 

 
PRAISE FOR THE MATING HABITS OF STAGS 
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‘A taut, spare story of survival that turns on its heel to become something altogether braver, rarer and 
more precious’ Melissa Harrison 

‘Ray Robinson is a writer with keen observation. His prose is hard, abrupt and sinewy’ Allan Massie, 
The Scotsman 

‘I’m hoping that, once I start banging on about Ray Robinson, you’ll all get on the Ray Robinson bus. 
I don’t know if he’s got a bus, but now he has’ Simon Savidge 

‘Rich, compelling stuff’ Metro 

‘I was completely captivated by this novel about the primal instincts of love, home, survival and 
revenge. It seemed to remind of every good book that I have read in recent times. Expect this one to 
feature heavily come awards season. This is a book that reminded me why I love reading and it was a 
privilege to read’ The Book Chief 

 ‘It is next to impossible to capture in a couple of sentences the majesty of this novel. The Mating Habits 
of Stags is an incredible book which has left me feeling bereft. It has gone straight into my top five all-
time favourite books’ Rachel Read It 
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C A T H E R I N E  H E R N A N D E Z   

SCARBOROUGH 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (264 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2017 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRENCH (XYZ) 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
OVER 20000 COPIES SOLD IN NORTH AMERICA 
SOON TO BE A FEATURE FILM 
 
Winner of the Jim Wong-Chu Award 
Trillium Book Award and City of Toronto Book Award finalist 
Edmund White Debut Fiction Award finalist 
A Globe 100, National Post and Quill and Quire Best Book of the Year 
Longlisted for Canada Reads 
 

Scarborough is a low-income, culturally diverse neighborhood east of Toronto, the fourth largest city 
in North America; like many inner city communities, it suffers under the weight of poverty, drugs, 
crime, and urban blight. Scarborough the novel employs a multitude of voices to tell the story of a tight-
knit neighborhood under fire: among them, Victor, a black artist harassed by the police; Winsum, a 
West Indian restaurant owner struggling to keep it together; and Hina, a Muslim school worker who 
witnesses first-hand the impact of poverty on education. 

And then there are the three kids who work to rise above a system that consistently fails them: Bing, 
a gay Filipino boy who lives under the shadow of his father's mental illness; Sylvie, Bing's best friend, 
a Native girl whose family struggles to find a permanent home to live in; and Laura, whose history of 
neglect by her mother is destined to repeat itself with her father. 

Scarborough offers a raw yet empathetic glimpse into a troubled community that locates its dignity in 
unexpected places: a neighborhood that refuses to be undone. 

CATHERINE HERNANDEZ is the author of the novel Scarborough, which made the "Best of 
2017" list from The Globe and Mail, National Post, Quill and Quire, and CBC Books. Her plays The Femme 
Playlist / I Cannot Lie to the Stars That Made Me, Singkil, and Kilt Pins were published by Playwrights 
Canada Press. Her children's book M is for Mustache: A Pride ABC Book was published by Flamingo 
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Rampant, and I Promise, illustrated by Syrus Marcus Ware, by Arsenal Pulp Press. She is the Artistic 
Director of b current. Catherine lives in Scarborough, Ontario. 
 

PRAISE 

With its multiplicity of voices and its ability to walk the very fine line between nonjudgmental and 
nonexculpatory, the book is a sensitive and unvarnished look at a place with more than its fair share 
of troubles, and Hernandez shows that it is also a place that refuses to give up hope. -Publishers Weekly 

It's said that sometimes an author needs to write fiction in order to tell the most searing truth, 
and Scarborough is perfect proof of that axiom. This is a beautifully rendered, intimately populated 
landscape that honours and cherishes characters we usually only see relegated to background scenery 
and pat, two-dimensional representations. It feels at once foreign and familiar, soothing and 
challenging -- the kind of storytelling that touches our tenderest places; the best kind of storytelling I 
know. -S. Bear Bergman, author of Butch Is a Noun and The Nearest Exit May Be Behind You 

Scarborough showcases a necessary shift from the singular voice novel to create space for many voices 
to be heard -- especially ones that are often forgotten. In her dexterous debut, Catherine Hernandez 
powerfully centres the margins by interlacing narratives that spotlight the beauty that thrives beyond 
the big city. -Vivek Shraya, author of even this page is white and She of the Mountains 

Scarborough marks the arrival of a fierce new voice in Canadian fiction. Hernandez has rendered one of 
the most vibrant portraits of contemporary suburbia I've yet encountered. -Jordan Tannahill, two-time 
Governor General's Award-winning playwright 

Hernandez goes deeper than most writers dare when it comes to the complexities of racial and cultural 
violences, unafraid to unpack the explicit and implicit prejudices that inform her characters' 
behaviours, white and racialized alike . .. This is a crucial book for Toronto, and a shining example for 
writers concerned with the cultural tensions of the now. -Broken Pencil 

Scarborough is a celebration of community, a sensitive and compassionate portrayal of how lives are 
irrevocably changed, moment by moment, through small acts of kindness or cruelty. It's a novel that 
deserves to be read widely. -Hamilton Review of Books 

Scarborough is important for many reasons; it's also quite simply storytelling at its finest. -Popmatters. com 

Scarborough is raw yet beautiful, disturbing yet hopeful... It gives voice to people whose stories are often 
unheard, making this an important book that deserves a wide audience. -Booklist 
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SARAYU SRIVATSA 

IF YOU LOOK FOR ME, 
I AM NOT HERE  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (300 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JANUARY 2016 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
 
 
When Mallika loses her longed-for daughter at birth, it is not the only loss in the family: the surviving 
twin - a boy - loses the love of his mother. He grows up needing to be the daughter his mother wants, 
the son his scientist father accepts, and more, with the guilt of being the one who survived. In a recently 
independent India, haunted by its colonial past and striving to find its identity, he struggles to find his 
own self. Sarayu Srivatsa has created a moving family portrait, richly-coloured by the vibrant culture 
and landscape of India, where history, religion and gender collide in a family scarred by the past and 
struggling with the present. 
 
 
Trained as an architect and city planner SARAYU SRIVATSA was the editor of Indian Architect and 
Builder Review. Her book, Where the Streets Lead (1997), won the JIIA Award. In 2002 she won the 
Picador-Outlook non-fiction writing award. Her first novel, The Last Pretence, was longlisted for the 
Man Asian Award in 2008. When You Look for Me I am Not Here was longlisted for the Guardian Not 
the Booker Prize list. 
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BENJAMIN MYERS  

PIG IRON  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (300 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2012 
RIGHTS SOLD: BLOOMSBURY (PAPERBACK) 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
WINNER OF THE GORDON BURN PRIZE 
RUNNER-UP THE GUARDIAN’S NOT THE BOOKER PRIZE 
A 3:AM MAGAZINE NOVEL OF THE YEAR. 
 

. 

John-John wants to escape his past. But the legacy of brutality left by his bare-knuckle boxer father, 
self-styled King of the Gypsies, Mac Wisdom, looms large over his life. John-John’s new job as an ice 
cream van man, should offer freedom, but instead pulls him into the dark underbelly of life in a 
northern town where his family name is mud. 

As John-John attempts to trade prejudice, parole officers and local gangs for “the green cathedral” – 
the rural landscape that provides solace for him – the story of Mac’s rise and spectacularly bloody fall 
unravels. 

PIG IRON is the story of a traveller who hasn’t travelled; a young man fighting for his very survival. 

 
BENJAMIN MYERS  is an author and journalist. His novels include The Offing (2019), The Gallows 
Pole (2017), Beastings (2014), Pig Iron (2012) and Richard (2010). He lives in the Upper Calder Valley, 
Yorkshire, UK. 
 
 

PRAISE 
 
“Pig Iron is an important book because it tells a story that has shaped all contemporary Western 
humans, but is routinely, inexplicably overlooked – the great move from agricultural life to industrial 
life.” – Judge Deborah Orr, the Gordon Burn Prize 2013 

“One of my best reads this year…it’s a deeply rural story, a book full of passion for the English 
countryside and centred on the conflict between the travelling and the settled community. – Melvin 
Burgess 

FIC
TIO

N
 / N

O
V

EL 



 
deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com  phone +33142544389  mobile +33622081500 

www.agencedeborahdruba.com 
 

42 

Myers’s poetic vernacular brims with that quality most sadly lost in the Thatcher years – humanity. 
Cathi Unsworth in The Guardian 

This is yet another singular portrait of an outsider from Myers. And delivered through authentic 
characterisation, a monstrously compelling plot, and frequent humour – a rare combination of such 
successfully crafted elements – Pig Iron deserves to find itself on many a reading list, if not the National 
Curriculum. 
Declan Tan for 3:AM Magazine 

Benjamin Myers’s influences are clear — David Peace’s northern brutalism is evident and there are 
suggestions of Salinger and Golding but Pig Iron’s savage vision is his alone. Pig Iron is an utterly 
compelling book because the twin desolations of blighted sink estate culture and the emotional 
alienation of the main character are evoked unrelentingly and the grim conclusion is almost inevitable. 
Steve Ely for Morning Star 

“What a staggeringly powerful book. It held me page by page, totally took me over. If I had to opt for 
a single word to encompass the experience of reading the book, I’d settle for ‘ferocious’.  How come 
this book didn’t win all the literary prizes that year?” – Dominic Cooper, author of The Dead Of 
Winter and Sunrise. 
 
“Original and urgent, exciting and uncompromising” – Loud & Quiet, Books of the Year 
 
“Never has an author caught the sense of dread, denial and defeat in the downward spiral so thoroughly 
and accurately as this since Hubert Selby Jr.’s masterwork Requiem For A Dream.  Myers’ blend of 
low-life settings and high art conceptions, coupled with a sharp knowledge of North-East regional 
dialectical inflections and the region’s mapping, are a wonderful throwback to Joyce.” – Louder Than 
War 
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SHARON DUGGAL 

THE HANDSWORTH 
TIMES  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (240 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): SEPTEMBER 2016 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH (UK, 
NA) 
 

The 2017 Brighton and Hove City Read 
The Morning Star’s Book of the Year 

 
Mukesh Agarwal sits alone in the Black Eagle pub unaware that a riot is brewing or that Billy, his 
youngest son, is still out on his bike…. A mile away in the family home in Church Street, Anila, the 
youngest of the three Agarwal girls, is reading Smash Hits and listening to Radio One as she sprawls 
across the bottom bunk unaware of the tragic loss that is about to hit the family…. It is 1981, factories 
are closing, unemployment is high, the NF are marching and the neglected inner cities are ablaze as 
riots breakout across Thatcher's fractured Britain. The Agarwals are facing their own personal 
nightmare but their pain is eased by family, friendships and a community that refuses to 
disappear. THE HANDSWORTH TIMES is abook about loss, friendship and working together 
because there is such a thing as society. 
 
SHARON DUGGAL was born in Handsworth, Birmingham and now lives in Hove with her family. 
Sharon’s debut The Handsworth Times was chosen as a City Reads in 2017 and was The Morning Star 
Book of The Year. 
 
 

PRAISE FOR THE HANDSWORTH TIMES 
 

“A book that does everything well: group dialogue, intimate scenes, translating the political to the 
personal, evoking the era with details rather than props, the astute observations about the subtlety of 
prejudice. Effortlessly accomplished.” Ronan Hession, author of Leonard and Hungry Paul 
 
“This book, utterly of its specific place and time but also universal in its themes, is a prose act of praise 
to the humanist spirit that will never succumb to fear and hatred. It is quite simply the most 
accomplished, complete and startlingly authentic novel I have read this year.” Morning Star 
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J U D Y  B I R K B E C K   

BEHIND THE MASK IS 
NOTHING  

CLIENT: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: HOLLAND HOUSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (342 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2017 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 
 

 

How could anyone get drawn into a cult without realising?  

Stef does. An overworked teacher, she questions her husband's fidelity, but is drawn into a community 
on a remote Exmoor estate run by the couples’ counsellor. Meanwhile, her grandmother, who is 
writing her memoir about the Hitler Youth girls in Berlin with a mixture of guilt and nostalgia, looks 
on helplessly as Stef descends ever further. 

A disturbing novel about the abuse of power - and the acceptance of this abuse. 

 
JUDY BIRKBECK studied German and French at Reading University, and gained an MA in Creative 
Writing from Exeter University. She works as a technical, legal and commercial translator from 
German, French, Russian and Spanish. Behind The Mask Is Nothing was partly inspired by personal 
experience of a non-residential cult-like group.  
She is currently working on her third novel, about the abuse of power within the family. She has had 
short stories published in Litro, The Lampeter Review, and elsewhere. 
Judy was born and bred in London, and lives in Yorkshire. 
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SOCRATES  ADAMS 

A MODERN FAMILY  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (160 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JULY 2013 
RIGHTS SOLD: EDITIONS PREMIER DEGRÉ 
(FRENCH) 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH (UK, 
NA) 
 

Television’s most popular car show presenter lives his life in the shadow of his career and his persona. 
He has the perfect job. He doesn’t have the perfect family. His wife retches in the bathrooms of 
exclusive restaurants; his daughter’s obsession with a friend is consuming her; his son lives a double 
life selling pornography by day and gaming on-line all night. The presenter views his family from the 
outside and watches as they slowly disintegrate in front of him, unable to control anything that is not 
scripted.  

Socrates Adams perfectly mirrors what magazines sell to their readers in a bleak, satirical look at what 
modern families might think they want to be. 
 
SOCRATES JAMES is a novelist and a film maker who lives in Falmouth, Cornwall. His first 
novel, Everything’s Fine, was published in 2012 by Transmission Print. It was nominated for The 
Guardian First Book Award and was published in Spain and the US. He’s currently working on a 
new novel. 
 
As part of the film-making collective Metal Man, he co-wrote, co-directed and starred in WIZARD'S 
WAY, a feature film which won the London Comedy Film Festival (LoCo) Discovery Feature award 
in 2014. The remake rights for the movie were bought by Electric Dynamite, Hollywood actor Jack 
Black's production company, and a TV pilot is being developed by Comedy Central, based on the 
film. 
Their second film, JOURNEY TO THE CENTRE OF THE MOON, is currently in pre-
production.  
 

PRAISE FOR A MODERN FAMILY 
 
“A Modern Family is filled with wry observation, ruthless satire and, underneath it all, a real warmth. It 
is scathing, truthful and hilariously, painfully funny.” -- Award-winning author Jenn Ashworth 
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POETRY 
 
NEW OR RECENTLY ADDED TO THE 

CATALOGUE 
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C I C E L Y  B E L L E  B L A I N   

BURNING SUGAR 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (112 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): SEPTEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
A poetic exploration of Black identity, history, and lived experience influenced by the constant 
search for liberation.  

In this incendiary debut collection, activist and poet Cicely Belle Blain intimately revisits familiar spaces 
in geography, in the arts, and in personal history to expose the legacy of colonization and its impact 
on Black bodies. They use poetry to illuminate their activist work: exposing racism, especially anti-
Blackness, and helping people see the connections between history and systemic oppression that show 
up in every human interaction, space, and community. Their poems demonstrate how the world is 
both beautiful and cruel, a truth that inspires overwhelming anger and awe - all of which spills out 
onto the page to tell the story of a challenging, complex, nuanced, and joyful life.  

In Burning Sugar, verse and epistolary, racism and resilience, pain and precarity are flawlessly sewn 
together by the mighty hands of a Black, queer femme.  

This book is the second title to be published under the VS. Books imprint, a series curated and edited 
by writer-musician Vivek Shraya, featuring work by new and emerging Indigenous or Black writers, or 
writers of colour.  

CICELY BELLE BLAIN is a Black/mixed, queer femme from London now living on the lands of 
the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh peoples. At the heart of their work, Cicely Belle 
harnesses their passion for justice, liberation and meaningful change via transformative education, 
always with laughter, and fearlessly in the face of resistance. They are noted for founding Black Lives 
Matter Vancouver and subsequently being listed as one of Vancouver magazine's 50 most powerful 
people, BCBusiness magazine's 30 under 30, and the CBC's 150 Black women and non-binary people 
making change across Canada. They are now the CEO of Cicely Blain Consulting, a social justice-
informed diversity and inclusion consulting company with over 100 clients across North America, 
Europe, Asia and Africa. Cicely Belle is an instructor in executive leadership at Simon Fraser 
University, a board member for the PuSh International Performing Arts Festival, and a dialogue 
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associate at the Morris J. Wosk Centre for Dialogue. Cicely Belle loves dinosaurs, Instagram, and YA 
fantasy. Burning Sugar is their first book. 

PRAISE 

Cicely Belle Blain's Burning Sugar beautifully narrates a journey over more than lands and waters. It is 
an exploration of the near perfect bliss of brazen blackness, interrupted by in all its forms. But even 
that intrusion is outmatched by the beauty of Blain's wildest dreams that offer a sharp and unflinching 
analysis, with a tender belly and a steady voice. Each poem pulls its teeth from the book's title, and 
offers the soft and deliberate sweetness of what could have been - before the burning. -Jillian 
Christmas, author of The Gospel of Breaking 

Burning Sugar is - many magical things, but still - unexpected. Like reflections of the moon in dark 
waters, Cicely Belle Blain lights up a landscape that will haunt you, gently, with its aching beauty. In 
these pages, you will travel through time and across places while Blain's poetry invites you to linger for 
a moment longer on the transformative political power of unrequited endings. -Amin Ghaziani, 
Professor of Sociology, University of British Columbia 

Burning Sugar is a vigilant time marker and vivid place maker. The bearings of colonial violence and of 
Black resistance are physically present on every page of this debut collection by Cicely Belle Blain. 
From "the air [that] smelled like violenceâ?� to the poet's own â??stretch marks [that] show this body 
holds the weight of a thousand lives," these poems ask us not only to witness, but to implicitly and 
accountably feel. -Amber Dawn, author of My Art Is Killing Me and Other Poems 

Cicely Belle Blain's Burning Sugar is a compelling collection of letters and intimate poetic conversations 
to and through place. Blain is a careful wordsmith. We are welcomed into an oral history that spirals, 
burns, narrates, and then - redefines family, diaspora, and queer identity. This book is indeed "freedom 
that tastes like lust. " -Chelene Knight, author of Dear Current Occupant 
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A 
MBER DAWN 

MY ART IS KILLING ME 
AND OTHER POEMS 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
PUBLISHER: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (128 PP)  
PUB DATE (CANADA): JUNE 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT BRIAN LAM 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

In her novels, poetry, and prose, Amber Dawn has written eloquently on queer femme sexuality, 
individual and systemic trauma, and sex work justice, themes drawn from her own lived experience 
and revealed most notably in her award-winning memoir How Poetry Saved My Life.  

In this, her second poetry collection, Amber Dawn takes stock of the costs of coming out on the page 
in a heartrendingly honest and intimate investigation of the toll that artmaking takes on artists. These 
long poems offer difficult truths within their intricate narratives that are alternately incendiary, tender, 
and rapturous.  

In a cultural era when intersectional and marginalized writers are topping bestseller lists, Amber Dawn 
invites her readers to take an unflinching look at what we expect from writers, and from each other.  

Includes a foreword by writer Doretta Lau.  

 
AMBER DAWN is the author of the novels Sodom Road Exit (2018 - Lambda Literary Award finalist, 
Globe and Mail Best Book of the Year, Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize finalist, James Tiptree Jr. Honor 
List) and Sub Rosa (winner of a Lambda Literary Award; 2010), the Vancouver Book Award-winning 
memoir How Poetry Saved My Life (2013), and the Dorothy Livesay Poetry Prize-nominated poetry 
collection Where the words end and my body begins (2015). She is also editor of Fist of the Spider Woman: Tales 
of Fear and Queer Desire and co-editor of With a Rough Tongue: Femmes Write Porn. She teaches creative 
writing at Douglas College and the University of British Columbia in Vancouver, and also leads several 
low-barrier community writing classes. 
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Amber Dawn's virtuosic, five-octave-range powerhouse My Art is Killing Me and Other Poems rang 
through me like a bell. I swear certain lines tolled inside me like they've always been there, waiting to 
be struck. This book lays bare the risk and reward of making art about trauma and the audacious 
possibility of healing in a world that feels like a burning house, moving from lyricism to cultural 
criticism to formal experimentation and back. I could smell this collection on me for weeks. -Domenica 
Martinello, author of All Day I Dream about Sirens 

In her brilliant new collection, Amber Dawn documents, probes, and analyzes her own 'happily ever 
after' success story of a sex worker turned award-winning writer. As you (literally you) read this book, 
you are continually confronted with the question of who consumes sex worker experiences, to what 
end, and at what cost comes that consumption. 'We fail to see / nearby violence while we naively 
imagine distant violence,' Amber Dawn laments, and you don't need to look further for nearby violence 
than the polite world of institutional CanLit. When new traumas arise, Amber Dawn concocts new 
spells for healing in this book woven of magic, testament and prayer. These poems deftly slip among 
registers, languages, experiences, and traditions to tell a whole-hearted, full-bodied, and totally essential 
truth. -Sachiko Murakami, author of Get Me Out of Here 

In gorgeous, incisive poems, Amber Dawn challenges us to rethink our closely held imaginations about 
sex, sex work, women, violence, and the making of art. This book is both an interrogation of the self 
as artist and an expose of the ways in which we are all complicit in the very systems we want to 
dismantle. Under the compassionate surgery of Amber Dawn's words, I felt like I was being 
remade. My Art is Killing Me should be required reading for everyone. -SJ Sindu, author of Marriage of a 
Thousand Lies 

Urgent, necessary and powerful, these poems lay bare the hypocrisy of a society that demands truth 
then systematically destroys those who dare speak it. With lyric dexterity and stunning insight, Amber 
Dawn details the difficult trajectory of creating art from life while navigating institutions steeped in 
structural oppression. There's no overstating the value and importance of this book, a lifeline to 
survivors, a turning point, a reckoning. -Nancy Lee, author of The Age 

Amber Dawn's poems are rituals of beauty, courage and fierce rage. -Vancouver Sun 

Poetry is visceral and expansive. And for readers of Amber Dawn, poetry is an act to speak your truth. 
Through the various expressions of her poetry, whether hiss or hymn, she names abuses of power in 
certain spaces and communities. By doing so, she shows us how poetry can witness us speaking out in 
myriad ways. -rabble. ca 

Amber Dawn's sense of place and style is bewitching . .. This is a deeply personal collection that also 
offers a worthwhile opportunity for readers to evaluate themselves. -Quill and Quire 
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GUILLAUME MORRISSETTE  
WHEN I SPEAK TO THE 
DEAD  

CLIENT: GUY SAINT-JEAN ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (400 PP) 
PUB DATE CANADA: OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. FRENCH (NORTH 
AMERICA) 
 
 
Psychologist Morgane Edwards offers a complementary and rather extraordinary professional service: 
she speaks with the dead. Whether it is to settle old scores or simply to get news of a loved one who 
has disappeared, she can "make contact". At least... for those who believe in it. 
 
Unable to alleviate the sufferings of his demented mother and fearing that she’ll keep blaming him for 
it even from beyond, Sylvain Comptois decides to contact Morgane, hoping that she will be able to 
help. Over the course of their sessions, however, the new client's real motivations seem increasingly 
sinister. Might he be capable of killing the woman who gave him life in order to keep an old promise? 
 
Meanwhile, Antoine Déry and Emma Teasdale try to elucidate the violent death of a neurologist. Asked 
to help with the investigation, Morgane will be confronted far too closely with what truly separates life 
and death. 
 
A poignant novel that illustrates that the dead should be allowed to just... rest in peace. 
 
 
Lecturer at UQTR, GUILLAUME MORRISSETTE is the recipient of the "Prix d'excellence en 
enseignement", the highest honorary distinction given to a lecturer, as well as the "Prix des lecteurs du 
Salon du livre de Trois-Rivières in 2016 and 2017". La maison des vérités was his first novel, followed by 
the series of Inspector Héroux’s investigations of which The Mélodie Cormier Case is the first volume. 
Polymath since adolescence and an active member of MENSA Canada, the author resides in Trois-
Rivières. 
 
Also available: L’affaire Mélodie Cormier/The Mélodie Cormier Case (2015), Terreur domestique/Domestic 
Terror (2016), Des fleurs pour ta première fois/Flowers for Your First Time (2017), Deux coups de pied de 
trop/Two Kicks Too Many (2018), Le tribunal de la rue Quirion/Court of justice in rue Quirion (2019), as well 
as the standalones La maison des vérités/House of Truth (2013) and L’Oracle et le revolver/Oracle and shotgun 
(2018).  
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TONY O’NEILL  

BLACK NEON  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (350 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): OCTOBER 2014 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRANCE, GERMANY 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE, FRENCH AND GERMAN 
 
 
‘BLACK NEONis a pitch black classic slice of neo-noir, where black magic, art house 
cinema, drug-fuelled madness and apocalyptic violence collide with dizzying effect. I fell in 
love with every page.' -- Irvine Welsh 
 
 
Lupita and Genesis have just wasted a drug dealer, stolen his stash and hit the open road with a suitcase 
full of dirty money. Little do they know that their road trip will set them on a collision course with a 
side of America darker and weirder than any of them have ever known. 
 
 
In a previous life TONY O’NEILL played keyboards for bands and artists as diverse as Kenickie, 
Marc Almond and The Brian Jonestown Massacre. After moving to Los Angeles his promising career 
was derailed by heroin addiction, quickie marriages and crack abuse. While kicking methadone he 
started writing about his experiences on the periphery of the Hollywood Dream and he has been 
writing ever since. His autobiographical novel Digging The Vein was described by poet John Giorno 
as “Mining diamonds for the crown of the king of hell,” and published in June 2006 by Contemporary 
Press in the US and Canada, followed by several other novels, short story collections and poems. Tony 
O’Neill lives in New York where he works a variety of odd jobs and writes. 
 
 
 

PRAISE 
 
Witty and brutal, this novel is driven at breakneck speed by a very talented Tony O'Neill who knows 
how to handle contrasts, draw portraits of anti-heroes and write masterful dialogues. From a stylistic 
point of view, Black Neon is certainly O'Neill's most accomplished novel. Sens critique 
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PAUL BASSETT DAVIES  

PLEASE DO NOT ASK 
FOR MERCY 
CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (420 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS, ITALY, SPAIN 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT HUGH BRUNE 
hugh@eye-books.com 
 
 

A dystopian detective story – hilarious and terrifying in equal measure  

 
 
 
Detective Kilroy is assigned to investigate a horrible murder. He's a fine cop, from the brim of his hat 
to the soles of his brogues, but his inquiries, far from solving the mystery, lead him into a deeper one 
- and to Cynthia, an enigmatic woman with a secret that could overturn Kilroy's entire world. But 
where is this world? It seems both familiar and uncanny, with electric cars, but no digital devices, and 
the audience for a public execution arriving by tram. Meanwhile, the seas are retreating, and the Church 
exerts an iron grip on society - and history. Power belongs to those who control the narrative. Kilroy 
is forced to take sides between the Kafkaesque state that pays his wages, and the truth-seekers striving 
to destroy it, all the while becoming increasingly besotted with a woman who may only love him for 
his mind - in an alarmingly literal way. Please Do Not Ask for Mercy as a Refusal Often Offends is a dystopian 
satire that manages to be funny and frightening in equal measure.   
 
PAUL BASSETT DAVIES contributed to many of the most successful radio and TV shows of the 
Eighties and Nineties, writing for Spitting Image, Rory Bremner and Jasper Carrott. He wrote the 
screenplay for the 2005 feature animation film The Magic Roundabout and has written and produced 
music videos with Kate Bush and Ken Russell. He is a former creative director of the London Comedy 
Writers Festival. His first novel, Utter Folly, topped Amazon's humorous fiction chart when it was 
published in 2012. His second novel, Dead Writers in Rehab, was published by Unbound in 2017.  
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IAN MACPHERSON 

SLOOT  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (240 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): OCTOBER 2019 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
 

 
 

. 
A post-postmodern crime novel set on the clean streets of Dublin's leafiest suburb, Sloot has at its heart 
an accidental detective who'd rather write his own Celtic-screwball-noir than solve the crime, and a 
narrator who loses the plot. Literally. Sound complicated? Not so. Thanks to a revolutionary structure, 
The Inquisitive Bullet, it's simplicity itself. Detours include proof that psychoanalysis is the oldest 
profession, validation of the dictum `For what is comedy but tragedy with loose trousers', and a brief 
aside on the possibility of an Irishman having multiple birth mothers. While the plot bullet speeds, 
inquisitively, towards its target - the final full stop. 
 
IAN MACPHERSON is a Dublin born writer and performer, winner of the Time Out comedy 
award. He is the author of several plays, novels and also writes children’s books. He lives in 
Glasgow. 
 
 
PRAISE 
 
'The comic energy of voice and character is given genuine weight by the sense of mortality that 
pervades; add a meta magnificence and you get a wonderfully funny novel that shines with life and art.' 
The Irish Times 
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A B I  S I L V E R  

THE CINDERELLA 
PLAN  

CLIENT: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LIGHTNING BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (400 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): JULY 2019 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS, ITALY, SPAIN 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT HUGH BRUNE hugh@eye-
books.com 
 
 
 
 
When the only thing worse than being found guilty... is being found not guilty 
 
 
When James Salisbury, the owner of a British car manufacturer, ploughs his self-drive car into a young 
family, the consequences are deadly. Will the car’s ‘black box’ reveal what really happened or will the 
industry, poised to launch these products, close ranks to cover things up?  

James also faces an important personal dilemma. If it is proved that he was driving the car he may go 
to prison. But if he is found innocent, and the autonomous car is to blame, the business he has spent 
most of his life building, and his dream of safer transport for all, may collapse.  

Lawyers Judith Burton and Constance Lamb team up once again, this time to defend a man who may 
not want to go free, in a case that asks difficult questions about the speed at which technology is taking 
over our lives.  

 

ABI SILVER was born in Leeds and is a lawyer by profession. She lives in Hertfordshire with her 
husband and three sons. Her first courtroom thriller featuring the legal duo Judith Burton and 
Constance Lamb, The Pinocchio Brief, was published by Lightning Books in 2017 and was shortlisted for 
the Waverton Good Read Award. Her follow-up The Aladdin Trial, featuring the same legal team, was 
published in 2018. 
 

PRAISE FOR THE CINDERELLA PLAN 
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‘Was the man in the driving seat or the car itself responsible for the fatal accident? And is it the AI or 
the flaws of the humans involved in creating it that poses the greater danger? Tense thriller wrought 
from a cutting-edge subject’ Times Crime Club 

‘Abi Silver has carved a niche exploring the moral and practical issues thrown up by technology, and 
how the law responds. She is adept at turning complex legal debate into compelling legal thrillers 
...If The Cinderella Plan finds its way on to your holiday reading list, expect to deliver a favourable 
verdict’  Jewish Chronicle 

‘A highly complex story which the author expertly unravels…Recommended’ Promoting Crime 
Fiction 
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HEIDI  JAMES 

SO THE DOVES  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (270 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): SEPTEMBER 2017 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 
 
Marcus Murray was only 17 when his best friend Melanie vanished from 
his hometown in oceanside Kent. Afterward, she seemed like a figment of his imagination -- she 
became a story, a myth, a series of actions and consequences incorporated into his own history. 
 
Working as a journalist years later, Marcus is flush with success at having uncovered a corrupt alliance 
between a U.K. bank, the arms trade, and the government. So he's a bit disconcerted when sent from 
London back to Kent to report on the finding of a corpse during a railway excavation. Worse yet, his 
moral and professional triumph is called into question by charges of fabrication. While Marcus chafes 
at his exile and fears for his reputation, the hometown atmosphere evokes thoughts of the long-lost 
Melanie and her mysterious disappearance. 
 
Recounted in chapters that alternate between events from 1989 to the present, So the Doves poses 
thought-provoking questions about identity, offering a poignant meditation on memory and loss. 
 
London resident HEIDI JAMES has a Ph.D. in English Literature and an M.A. in Creative Writing. 
Her short stories and essays have appeared in numerous periodicals, and her novella, The Mesmerist's 
Daughter, won the 2015 Saboteur Award for Best Novella. She was a finalist for the Cinnamon Poetry 
Collection Prize, and in 2008 she was awarded the Sophie Warne Fellowship. 
 

PRAISE 

"More than a mystery, this fascinating novel is an investigation into loss, loyalty, and the lies people 
tell each other and themselves." -- Publishers Weekly (starred review) 
 

"So the Doves is an unforgettable crime novel. James writes lyrical prose, combining a compelling plot 
with a portrait of a man forced to question the entire basis of his life." --The Sunday Times (U.K.) Crime 
Book of the Month  

"A twisty, paranoid cat-and-mouse thriller with moving undertones about friendship, youth, memory, 
desire and the unfinished business of the past, So the Doves kept me up at night frantically turning pages 
until the very end. It'll do the same for you." -- Tim Murphy, author of Christodora and Correspondents  
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GUILLAUME MORRISSETTE  
THE MÉLODIE 
CORMIER CASE  
 

CLIENT: GUY SAINT-JEAN ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (392 PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD: FRANCE (CITY ÉDITIONS) 
PUB DATE CANADA: MARCH 2015 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD EXCL. FRENCH 
 
 
 
Recipient of the Coup de Coeur Award of the Saint-Pacôme Crime Novel Society 2015 
Recipient of the 2015 Saint-Pacôme Crime Novel Society First Thriller Award 
Finalist for the 2016 New Voices in Literature Award 
Finalist for the Prix Arthur-Ellis 2016 
Recipient of the 2016 AQPF-ANEL Award  
 
10-year-old Mélodie Cormier has disappeared. She vanished into thin air on an ordinary Thursday 
morning. Her parents saw her get on the school bus, but she never made it to the schoolyard. The 
mystery is complete. 
 
Elsewhere in the city, Marco Genest receives strange messages. An anonymous correspondent claims 
to have information about the accidental death of his parents several months earlier. At least that’s 
what it was, supposedly, an accident… 
As Marco and investigator Héroux attempt to unravel their respective plots, the links between them 
become troubling. But while Marco's parents are undoubtedly dead, little Melody is still alive, at least 
until proven otherwise... 
 
Lecturer at UQTR, GUILLAUME MORRISSETTE is the recipient of the "Prix d'excellence en 
enseignement", the highest honorary distinction given to a lecturer, as well as the "Prix des lecteurs du 
Salon du livre de Trois-Rivières in 2016 and 2017". La maison des vérités was his first novel, followed by 
the series of Inspector Héroux’s investigations of which The Mélodie Cormier Case is the first volume. 
Polymath since adolescence and an active member of MENSA Canada, the author resides in Trois-
Rivières. 
 
Also available: Terreur domestique/Domestic Terror (2016), Des fleurs pour ta première fois/Flowers for Your 
First Time (2017), Deux coups de pied de trop/Two Kicks Too Many (2018), Le tribunal de la rue Quirion/Court 
of justice in rue Quirion (2019), as well as the standalones La maison des vérités/House of Truth (2013), 
L’Oracle et le revolver/Oracle and shotgun (2018) and Quand je parle aux morts/When I Speak to the Dead 
(2020).   
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JOSHUA WHITEHEAD ed .  

LOVE AFTER THE END   

AN ANTHOLOGY OF TWO-SPIRIT  
AND INDIGIQUEER SPECULATIVE 
FICTION 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
PUBLISHER: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (224 PP)  
PUB DATE (CANADA): SEPTEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE NETHERLANDS 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT BRIAN LAM 
brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
A bold and breathtaking anthology of queer Indigenous speculative fiction, edited by the 
author of Jonny Appleseed.  

This exciting and groundbreaking fiction collection showcases a number of new and emerging 2SQ 
(Two-Spirit and queer) Indigenous writers from across Turtle Island. These visionary authors show 
how queer Indigenous communities can bloom and thrive through utopian narratives that detail the 
vivacity and strength of 2SQness throughout its plight in the maw of settler colonialism's histories.  

Here, readers will discover bioengineered AI rats, transplanted trees in space, the rise of a 2SQ 
resistance camp, a primer on how to survive Indigiqueerly, virtual reality applications, mother ships at 
sea, and the very bending of space-time continuums queered through NDN time. Love after the End 
demonstrates the imaginatively queer Two-Spirit futurisms we have all been dreaming of since 1492.  

Contributors include Nathan Adler, Darcie Little Badger, Gabriel Castilloux Calderon, Adam Garnet 
Jones, Mari Kurisato, Kai Minosh Pyle, David Alexander Robertson, jaye simpson, and Nazbah Tom.  

JOSHUA WHITEHEAD is an Oji-Cree/nehiyaw, Two-Spirit/Indigiqueer member of Peguis First 
Nation (Treaty 1). He is the author of the novel Jonny Appleseed(Arsenal Pulp Press, 2018), longlisted 
for the Scotiabank Giller Prize, and the poetry collection full-metal indigiqueer (Talonbooks, 2017) and 
the winner of the Governor General's History Award for the Indigenous Arts and Stories Challenge 
in 2016. He is also the editor of Love after the End: An Anthology of Two-Spirit and Indigiqueer Speculative 
Fiction, publishing in fall 2020. Currently he is working on a PhD in Indigenous Literatures and 
Cultures in the University of Calgary's English department (Treaty 7). 
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The so-called end times feel so perilously close right now. With such a cacophony of anxiety, despair, 
and cynicism bearing down on us, it is sometimes easy to forget that Indigenous peoples have been 
here before, and we still remain to uphold our responsibilities to the world and to one another. Our 
stories guide us forward into an ever-uncertain future, just as they guide us back home. And as editor 
Joshua Whitehead affirms in the introduction, Love after the End is a book we need right now - and well 
beyond the now. The stories here are difficult, they're beautiful, they're hilarious and sad and 
frightening and hopeful. But more than all of that, they guide us back to ourselves and to our relations 
on a shimmering trail of song and stardust. The two-spirit visionaries in this collection remind us in so 
many ways that the world is a wounded relative in need of healing, and that to abandon her in this time 
of trial is to betray the sacred bonds of kinship that we were meant to carry with courage and 
compassion. I am grateful beyond words that this book is in the world, and grateful to the writers, 
artists, and editor for the gift of (re)imagining futures where Indigenous love, liberation, and laughter 
flourish far beyond the settler imaginary. -Daniel Heath Justice, author of Why Indigenous Literatures 
Matter 
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ADRIAN BARNES 

NOD  

CLIENT: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: BLUEMOOSE BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (300 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MAY 2012 
RIGHTS SOLD: CANADA (ENGLISH), 
TURKEY, BULGARIA, GREECE AND 
HUNGARY 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD excl. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE 
 

SHORTLISTED FOR THE ARTHUR C. CLARKE AWARD 2013 
 

“The creepiest book of the year” - Slate 
“Outstanding” – The Guardian 

 
. 

Dawn breaks over Vancouver and no-one in the world has slept the night before, or almost no-one. 
A few people, perhaps one in ten thousand can still sleep, and they've all shared the same golden 
dream. A handful of children still sleep as well, but what they're dreaming remains a mystery. After six 
days of absolute sleep deprivation, psychosis will set in. After four weeks, the body will die. In the 
interim, panic ensues and a bizarre new world arises. 
 
ADRIAN BARNES  was born in Blackpool, England but grew up in Canada, where he taught 
English at Selkirk College, British Columbia. He passed away in 2018. 
 
 

PRAISE 
 
“The apocalypse comes in many forms, but none stranger than that of the chronic sleep deprivation 
that leads to mass psychosis in Adrian Barnes's audacious novel Nod. Paul is a misanthropic hack 
writing a non-fiction book about obscure words when the world is afflicted and the majority of 
citizens begin to hallucinate solipsistic realities that Paul, as a Sleeper and a wordsmith, can influence. 
Barnes employs this brilliant idea to explore the nature of perception, redemption, and personal and 
social catastrophe. Outstanding.” --The Guardian 
 
“Violent, frightening, textured, and dystopian are words that aptly describe the short-lived world that 
Barnes has created. Barnes’ writing is beautiful” - Quest For Sleep 
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“Barnes’s prose is full of surprising figures and flourishes” - Kenyon 
 
"I loved the premise and enjoyed both the story and Barnes’s rich prose." - Craig DiLouie  
 
“Thought provoking and utterly engrossing, NOD is a science fiction tale of horror unlike any I have 
read before.” - Count Gore 
 
“The creepiest book of the year” - Slate 
 
“I could see what the new world of Nod looked like, could easily picture the slow collapse of 
Vancouver and its people thanks to Barnes’ close attention to detail. At times I could even smell the 
death and decay it so vividly described.” - Project Fandom 
 
"Debut author Barnes has written a completely original twist on the subject of insomnia. His 
apocalyptic thriller will appeal to fans of Christopher Galt’s Biblical and other dystopian and sf 
thrillers as well as readers with an interest in mythology" - Library Journal 
 
“I have never read anything quite like this book. It’s the perfect blend of heady existentialism and 
dystopian nightmare. The grand scope of the many ideas and themes, including anti-establishment, 
anti-consumerism, and the very nature of good and evil, is balanced out by fast-paced events that 
play on a micro-level...Nod is horror born of the unflinching and uncompromising detail that 
dissects what it means to be human.” - Dread Central 
 
"Nod brings a refreshing perspective to the horror/zombie genre." - Pop Kernal 
 
"Graphically violent, but gleaming with gems of sardonic prose and clever phrases, this is a book I 
would read again just for the writing." - St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
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CLAUDIA CASPER 

THE MERCY JOURNALS 
 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (256 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2016 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
FOR ALL OTHER RIGHTS PLEASE CONTACT 
BRIAN LAM brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

Winner of the Philip K. Dick Award for Distinguished Science Fiction 
 

This unsettling novel is set thirty years in the future, in the wake of a third world war. Runaway effects 
of climate change have triggered the collapse of nation/states and wiped out over a third of the global 
population. One of the survivors, a former soldier nicknamed Mercy, suffers from PTSD and is 
haunted by guilt and lingering memories of his family. His pain is eased when he meets a dancer named 
Ruby, a performer who breathes new life into his carefully constructed existence. But when his long-
lost brother Leo arrives with news that Mercy's children have been spotted, the two brothers travel 
into the wilderness to look for them, only to find that the line between truth and lies is trespassed, 
challenging Mercy's own moral code about the things that matter amid the wreckage of war and 
tragedy.  

Set against a sparse yet fantastical landscape, The Mercy Journalsexplores the parameters of personal 
morality and forgiveness at this watershed moment in humanity's history and evolution. 

CLAUDIA CASPER’S previous novels are The Reconstruction (Penguin in Canada; St. Martin's Press 
in the US) and The Continuation of Love By Other Means (Penguin Canada), shortlisted for the Ethel 
Wilson Fiction Prize. She is writing a screenplay adaptation of The Reconstruction for a 3D feature film 
co-production. She has taught writing at Kwantlen Polytechnic University and been a long-time 
mentor for Vancouver Manuscript Intensive. Claudia lives in Vancouver, BC. 
 

Praise for The Mercy Journals 

The Mercy Journals takes its place alongside Thomas King's The Back of the Turtle and Emily St. John 
Mandel's Station Eleven in the growing tradition of Canadian literature which wonders what will bring 
on our apocalypse, and what we will do when it comes . .. Casper's novel is a powerful 
environmentalist manifesto and call to action. -Canadian Literature 
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Posing profound questions about compassion, values, and our capacity for life-saving change, 
Claudia Casper performs a remarkably incisive and sensitive variation on the dystopian theme in this 
suspenseful and provocative tale of sacrifice and survival. -Booklist 

From the opening paragraph, I dove into the deep end of a dystopian world that was terrifying, 
familiar,and thrilling, and made me keep reading until the shocking end. The novel focuses on family 
and survival and love and humans' nature; hunger, passion, possession, and murder. It's a 
masterpiece. -Jamie Lee Curtis 

A story of finding beauty and human connections in the wake of destruction. -Prism international 

The Mercy Journals explores what it means to become fully human and, specifically, the part played by 
memory in that process. -BC Bookworld 

Casper employs an unexpected cast of characters strangely befitting her post-apocalyptic landscape. -
The Rumpus 

Casper employs clear, concise prose that moves at a steady clip, and the exploration, through one 
man's account, of what it means to outlive one's purpose is tightly constructed. -Publishers Weekly 

Claudia Casper's wry lament for the world is utterly unforgettable. She creates a slow apocalypse and 
finds real human voices and aching in the collapse and rebirth of society. -Emily Schultz, author 
of The Blondes 

I admire tremendously how The Mercy Journals takes current concerns -- global warming, PTSD, anti-
immigration policies, war -- and weaves them seamlessly into a gripping and mysterious plot set in a 
future world that, like any excellent sci fi, is really about today. -John Colapinto, staff writer at The 
New Yorker 

Claudia Casper's The Mercy Journals is a book of extraordinary vision. Part Lord of the Flies, part Romeo 
Dallaire's Shake Hands with the Devil, I came out of this book deeply touched by the characters who 
moved through it, but also more alert. There's a sense of the prescient in this novel -- of where we 
could end up if we're not careful. Great books make you ask questions about what you've learned 
between their covers and The Mercy Journals does just that. Taut, literary and compelling, this is a book 
that is, on one level, about a man trying to tell his story when there are no words for it; when the 
ways in which we tell stories are changing -- though it's also about all of us: a book about humanity, 
accountability and justice, and where, in a world in peril, we might find forgiveness and hope. -
Aislinn Hunter, author of The World Before Us 

The Mercy Journals is a novel of slow revelation, focused on the careful unfolding of a character even 
as he comes apart, truths glimpsed obliquely in the wreckage where self-serving falsehoods no longer 
carry any force. -Quill and Quire 
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LAURA LAAKSO  

ROOTS OF CORRUPTION  

CLIENT: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
PUBLISHER: LOUISE WALTERS BOOKS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (384 PP) 
PUB DATE (UK): MARCH 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 

 
 
 
. 

What could Lady Bergamon have to fear in a garden  
of her own making? 

 
On the night of Samhain, the veil between worlds is at its thinnest, and ancient magic runs wild in Old 
London. 
  
When Lady Bergamon is attacked in her Ivy Street garden, Wishearth turns to Yannia for help. Who 
could have the power to harm Lady Bergamon in her own domain? While Yannia searches for the 
answer, nature herself appears to be killing Mages in Old London. Yannia and Karrion join forces with 
New Scotland Yard to solve the baffling Mage deaths. But wherever they turn, all the clues point back 
towards Ivy Street. 
  
Yannia's abilities are put to test as she races to save Lady Bergamon’s life, and prevent further murders. 
But with the lines between friends and enemies blurring, she must decide who to trust and how much 
she's willing to sacrifice for Old London and its inhabitants… 
  
The third volume in Laura's Wilde Investigations series 
          

 
LAURA LAAKSO is a Finn who has lived for most of her adult life in England. She is an accountant, 
dog trainer and author. Roots of Corruption is the third installment in her paranormal crime series Wilde 
Investigations.   
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NEW OR RECENTLY ADDED TO THE 
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A N D R E A  B E N N E T T   

LIKE A BOY BUT NOT A BOY 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (272 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
A revelatory book about gender, mental illness, parenting, mortality, bike mechanics, work, 
class, and the task of living in a body.  

Inquisitive and expansive, Like a Boy but Not a Boy explores author andrea bennett's experiences with 
gender expectations, being a non-binary parent, and the sometimes funny and sometimes difficult task 
of living in a body. The book’s fourteen essays also delve incisively into the interconnected themes of 
mental illness, mortality, creative work, class, and bike mechanics (apparently you can learn a lot about 
yourself through trueing a wheel).  

In "Tomboy," andrea articulates what it means to live in a gender in-between space, and why one might 
be necessary; "37 Jobs 21 Houses" interrogates the notion that the key to a better life is working hard 
and moving house. And interspersed throughout the book is "Everyone Is Sober and No One Can 
Drive," sixteen stories about queer millennials who grew up and came of age in small Canadian 
communities.  

With the same poignant spirit as Ivan Coyote's Tomboy Survival Guide, Like a Boy addresses the struggle 
to find acceptance, and to accept oneself; and how one can find oneâ??s place while learning to make 
space for others. The book also wonders what it means to be an atheist and search for faith that 
everything will be okay; what it means to learn how to love life even as you obsess over its brevity; and 
how to give birth, to bring new life, at what feels like the end of the world.  

With thoughtfulness and acute observation, andrea bennett reveals intimate truths about the human 
experience, whether one is outside the gender binary or not.  

 
ANDREA BENNETT is a National Magazine Award-winning writer and editor and the author of 
one book of poetry (Canoodlers, Nightwood Editions) and two travel guides (Montreal and Quebec 
City, Moon Guides). Like a Boy but Not a Boy is andrea's first book of essays. 
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Chronicling everything from their work as a bike mechanic to the schisms in CanLit, from being 
bipolar to breastfeeding as a non-binary parent, the essays in andrea bennett's Like a Boy but Not a 
Boy are about what it means to live, work hard, and be othered in this jagged world. The undramatized 
care with which bennett offers us their own life, alongside the lives of other queer millennials in the 
multi-part essay 'Everyone Is Sober and No One Can Drive,' is a gift to queers like me who, in a world 
with too few queer stories, often worry they don't belong. I can't imagine anyone picking up this book 
and being unable to find themselves reflected in it. -John Elizabeth Stintzi, author of Vanishing 
Monuments and Junebat 

andrea bennett brings to the traditional tasks of the personal essay - radical candour, alertness to 
sensations and ideas - an exciting political intensity. Consistently interesting, bennett's prose is lucid 
and provocative, and her insights often take turns you don’t expect. Like a Boy but Not a Boy transforms 
the exploration of self and world into high-stakes writing. -Carmine Starnino, editor for The Walrus 

andrea bennett's measured and compassionate voice is compelling in these pages. Whether in their 
wonderfully wrought brief lives of young queer people, or in their parsing of, variously, mental health, 
class, the dismantling of the Republic of Gender, the art and science of life partnering and non-binary 
child rearing, alienation within families, the tyranny of the body, and (what else?) bicycle repair, their 
humanity, intelligence, learning, and gift for synthesis shines bright. That Like a Boy but Not a Boy will 
appeal to their millennial cohort is certain, and I'm confident that hoarier generations of readers will 
relish, just as much, the wit and wisdom of a writer who wants 'to understand how people believe what 
they believe, and why they do what they do. ' -Bill Richardson, author of I Saw Three Ships: West End 
Stories 
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GRAZIA HONEGGER FRESCO 

MARIA MONTESSORI 
A TIMELY STORY 

CLIENT: ANNA SPADOLINI 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (282 PP) 
PUB DATE (ITALY): OCTOBER 2018 
PUBLISHER: IL LEONE VERDE 
RIGHTS SOLD: SIMPLIFIED CHINESE, 
SPANISH, POLISH 
RIGHTS HELD: GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Anna Spadolini annaspadolini@gmail.com 

Maria Montessori was certainly an extraordinary woman, able to inspire fervent enthusiasms and 
hostility; even today her thoughts and her discoveries provoke contrasting reactions. 
In this book all the phases of her life are examined: from the first years of her education, distinguished 
by being one of the first medical women in Italy, to the unhappy story of her hidden motherhood; 
from feminist battles that awoke in her a new appreciation of social justice, to the dedication to 
disadvantaged children, up to her revolutionary pedagogical idea, based on furthering and promoting 
a child's skills and independence, from childhood to adolescence. 
This third edition includes numerous updates, corrections and new chapters, thanks also to the 
important contribution of Maria's great-granddaughter, Carolina Montessori. 
 
"Maria Montessori: a current story is the best biography of Maria Montessori I know, certainly 
in Italy, but perhaps also in the world, absolutely of the same value as the historical one of 
Rita Kramer. Grazia Honegger Fresco is a Montessorian in the heart and soul, endowed with 
a deep knowledge of the Maria Montessori’s life and work, and her book is not a dull repetition 
of already known news, nor an hagiography. The author has done extensive researches in Italy 
and abroad, consulting original and private Maria Montessori and her family‘s documents, 
listening to those who knew Maria intimately. The result is this completely original 
masterpiece". 

Carolina Montessori (Maria’s great-granddaughter) 
 

GRAZIA HONEGGER FRESCO was a Montessori student and has been using Montessorian 
innovative methods educating babies, children and preadolescents throughout her career. She is 
President of "Centro Nascita Montessori", training teachers in Italy and abroad. Other successful 
publications: Abbiamo un bambino, 1994; Un bambino con noi, 1997; Essere genitori, 2003; articles and 
research published in specialized journals. 
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FRANCO MICHIELI  

THE CALLING TO GET 
LOST 
A SHORT ESSAY ON HOW THE WAYS 
FIND THEIR WAYFARERS   
 

CLIENT: ANNA SPADOLINI 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (96 PP) 
PUB DATE (ITALY): 2015 
PUBLISHER: EDICICLO 
RIGHTS SOLD: SPANISH (WORLD) 
RIGHTS HELD: GERMAN 
 
For all other rights please contact Anna Spadolini annaspadolini@gmail.com 

Shortlisted for the Premio Alvaro literary award 2016 

What happens when we temporarily leave the world of humans and dive into the visible and 
invisible suggestions of nature?  

As soon as we learn how to read nature, everything changes: we recover not only our sense of 
direction, but also the spiritual dimension that arises from this extraordinary experience.  

A short, intense essay about how getting lost and taking unexpected routes can help us start afresh. 
 

FRANCO MICHIELI , born in 1962, is a geogra- pher, an alpinist, a writer and an explorer spe- 
cialized in long and wild traverses. Since 1998 he has travelled wide lands without maps or artificial 
instruments, alike ancient men and migratory animals. His books include L’estasi della corsa selvaggia 
[The bliss of trail running] (Ediciclo, 2017).  

PRAISE 
 

An invitation to find our own way by leaving the beaten path. Starbene  

Rediscover and reinvent yourself in nature. Confidenze  
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A L I C I A  T O B I N  

SO YOU’RE A LITTLE 
SAD, SO WHAT?   

N I C E  T H I N G S  T O  S A Y  T O  Y O U R S E L F  
O N  B A D  D A Y S  A N D  O T H E R  E S S A Y S  

CLIENT: Arsenal Pulp Press 
MATERIAL: full ms. (152 pp) 
PUB DATE (Canada): Spring 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

 

Alicia Tobin is David Sedaris meets Maria Bamford meets David Attenborough. So You’re a 
Little Sad, So What? is tender, sweet, and funny and will leave you feeling like you shared a 
comforting meal (including dessert) with a kind and hilarious friend.  

With her just-right combination of sensitivity, vulnerability, and hilarity, comedian and podcaster Alicia 
Tobin has won fans among the biggest names in contemporary comedy, from Paul F. Tompkins to 
Rob Delaney. In her prose debut, the host of Retail Nightmares and Super! Sick! Podcast! takes readers 
through the funniest parts of sadness and the saddest parts of funniness. While tackles topics ranging 
from how to sweet talk city animals, tap into the cool (and accidently sexual) power of Velcro shoes, 
make space for kind and uplifting comedy in a misogynistic world, navigate bad break ups and health 
conditions with jokes, and enjoy snacks near your crush without giving yourself a crumb moustache. 
Tobin softens a barbed wit with a gentle touch in the tradition of the best personal essayists. This 
frank, tender, and hilarious collection gives one of the brightest (and darkest) lights of Canadian live 
comedy room to flourish on the page, and the results are unforgettable. Grab a tissue—for either tears 
or allergies—and treat yourself.  

Praise for SO YOU’RE A LITTLE SAD, SO WHAT? 

“So You’re a Little Sad, So What? is a piece of working-class elegance. Bread and roses, for someone 
who bloats from yeast and gets hay fever from flowers. Alicia is someone who knows precisely the 
most glamorous and sophisticated way to deco- rate the apartment she’s being evicted from. She’s 
the cultural equivalent of a chinchilla stole in a thrift store—though, to paraphrase English Canada’s 
greatest troubadours, not a real mink stole; that’s cruel.” —Charles Demers, comedian and 
founder of Robin’s Egg Books  
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ALICIA TOBIN is a comedian and writer living in Vancouver, BC. She began her career as a stand-
up comedian at the tender age of thirty and soon learned that her passion for being in bed at 9:30 p.m. 
directly conflicted with her desire to be a comedian and sleeping well won out. Alicia is the co-host of 
two popular podcasts, Retail Nightmares and Super! Sick! Podcast! and the creator of Alicia Tobin’s Come 
Draw with Me, a live, entirely improvised comedy show that has been featured in a number of comedy 
festivals. She loves baked goods, animals, friendship, and her miniature poodle, Hank Tobin. On any 
given day you can find Alicia trying to get through a combination of taking on too much to get around 
to and doing nothing.  
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J U L I A  P I E T R I  

AT OUR FINGERTIPS   

T H E  L I T T L E  G U I D E  T O  F E M A L E  
M A S T U R B A T I O N  

CLIENT: BETTER CALL JULIA 
RIGHTS SOLD:  
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (144 PP) 
PUB DATE (FRANCE): JUNE 2019 
PUBLISHER: BETTER CALL JULIA 
 

144 PAGES IN PRAISE OF FEMALE EXTASY 

“My book on female masturbation is an outpouring of love, an ode to sisterhood, so that every woman 
can reclaim her sexuality unabashedly. I want to spread knowledge of the true anatomy of the clitoris, 
so that men no longer speak for us. I want to do away with the myth of vaginal orgasm, deconstruct 
the eroticization of female masturbation in porn,  speak loudly of a solitary pleasure that we don't 
admit, demolish preconceived notions of frigidity, cast off the falsehoods from our school textbooks, 
crush Freud and his conception of the female orgasm, tear down phallocentric beliefs, denounce the 
existence of female genital mutilation in Europe until 1930, point out the considerable lag in female 
sexual health care, and help future generations of women – and men.  

I would have loved to have a book like this when I was a teenager. It's 144 pages in praise of female 
ecstasy. I think that liberating the subject of female masturbation is a way of moving the world forward 
because a woman who masturbates and pleasures herself without feeling guilty is a free 
woman. I speak for all women, for all of the young girls to follow in our footsteps. I speak for all the 
men who love us.” 

  

JULIA PIETRI is a militant feminist of the fourth wave. She defines herself as a humanist feminist: 
she likes to think that feminism is for everyone and 
that sex is just one more tool, certainly very 
contemporary, for deconstructing sexist codes. She is 
the author of the bestseller At Our Fingertips (Le petit 
guide de la masturbation feminine). Self-taught, she is the 
founder: of the street art collective Merci Simone: 
mercisimone.eu, of the @GangduClito movement: 
www.instagram.com/gangduclito, and of the hashtag 
#ItsNotaBretzel: www.itsnotabretzel.com 
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EILEEN TRAVERS AND TON KOSTER  
STUPID THINGS YOU 
DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT 
HISTORY 
101 PARADOXICAL, HILARIOUS, CUTE OR PLAIN 
WEIRD EVENTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD  
 
CLIENT: AGENCE CD 
PUBLISHER: CLIO CLUSTERS LLC 
PUB DATE (US): JANUARY 2020 
MATERIAL: FULL ENGLISH MANUSCRIPT (approx. 208 pp, 40 000 
words) 
RIGHTS HELD: WORLD 
 
 
A collection of anecdotes about the weirdness and wonders that make up human history. Each item 
comprises three paragraphs, with accompanying illustrations, all fastidiously researched and based on 
written primary sources and the work produced by historians to create a portal, an 
event horizon, into the black hole that is history.  
Many of these uncovered, fact-checked events would satisfy even the most discriminating historian 
and perhaps even Clio, the muse of history, herself. One anecdote leads stream-of-conscious-like to 
another, around the world to all continents except Antarctica. For instance, the richest man ever was 
a king in Central Africa, whose generosity destabilized the Middle Eastern economy for a decade. The 
planet’s most successful pirate was a former call-girl from China. South Africa’s 1948 apartheid laws 
were modelled after United States segregation laws, with help from a generous grant from the Carnegie 
Corporation. A hospital room in Ottawa officially became Dutch territory during World War Two. 
Before dumping 20 million gallons of agent Orange on Vietnam, the United States army tested it in 
New Brunswick along with agent Blue, White, Purple and the rest of its weaponized “rainbow 
herbicides”.  
 
Every decade or so a book like this appears on non- fiction bestseller lists, and in this era of 
“fake news”, the time is now! Reader’s Digest Magazine U.S. is considering serialization.  

An English social media campaign will go live in the autumn, including an interactive 
website, detailed sources, quizzes and contests linked to current events.  

Scrupulously researched, the book includes challenges to historians, the Vatican, BBC and 
United States President Donald J. Trump, to name a few, with facts from ancient times to 
the 20th Century.  
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The authors are already working on more, with books outlined on: topics (women in history, 
literature, music, polemology, etc.), continents (Africa, Europe, Latin America and the 
Caribbean, North America, Asia), countries (United States, Russia, China, etc.) and cities 
(London, New York, Paris, Rome, etc.). 

 
Eileen Travers and Ton Koster are not established historians, but they are stellar researchers and 
writers, coming from backgrounds in investigative reporting, book publishing and a collective 30 years 
of experience working at the United Nations Press Section as master summarizers, encapsulating in 
daily press releases the goings on of its 193 Member States. Together, through their company 
ClioClusters llC, they know how to find obscure facts, research and spin information.  
 
TON KOSTER was managing editor at the Dutch literary publisher Arbeiderspers, associate editor 
at Readers’ Digest Condensed Books International, and Press officer at the United Nations, covering 
mostly the Security Council. He has also translated some 20 books from English into Dutch, including 
titles by Clive Cussler, Eric van Lustbader and Xaviera Hollander. He knows what a bestseller is.  
 
EILEEN TRAVERS was a journalist in Canada, Panama and the United States before settling in 
New York to work as a Press officer at the United Nations, covering the Security Council, the General 
Assembly and security-related committees and conferences. Care to know what Cleopatra preferred 
for dinner? She can find out.  
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PIERRE-YVES McSWEEN  
DO YOU REALLY NEED 
IT?   
ONE QUESTION TO FREE YOU 

FINANCIALLY 

CLIENT: GUY SAINT-JEAN ÉDITEUR 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (336 PP) 
RIGHTS SOLD : FRANCE (LES ARÈNES), SPAIN 
(URANO), ENGLISH-SPEAKING CANADA (PRH), 
REDLINE VERLAG (GERMANY) 
PUB DATE CANADA: SEPTEMBER 2016 
 
Over 200 000 copies sold in Québec alone! 

Decisions, decisions... Whether you're considering the latest tech or a new car, a destination wedding 
or buying a house, this runaway #1 Quebec bestseller says it all comes down to just one question: do 
you really need it? This common-sense guide by a CPA and journalist combines a fresh approach with 
sound advice and a good dose of humour--proving that having the right attitude to money is one of 
the keys to happiness. 
 
Do you need it? Do you really need it? Pierre-Yves McSween applies this simple question to all the 
decisions that have a direct effect on our bank accounts. Do You Really Need It? holds up a mirror to 
our life choices and their consequences. McSween questions our spending habits and assumptions, 
stressing the need for a fresh outlook on building financial flexibility.  
Mixing sound advice with humour and a touch of philosophy, McSween looks at some forty different 
topics, questioning what you Really Need: credit cards, brand-name products, a new car (or a used 
one), marriage, kids, life insurance, RRSPs and TFSAs, vacations, a will. In each chapter McSween 
makes his case and ends with his summary of whether you do, in fact, REALLY need it. 
Do You Really Need It? covers money matters with zero BS and no holds barred, offering clever 
strategies for you to question consumerist impulses and fill in your financial knowledge gaps. McSween 
seeks first to define the behaviour of a responsible citizen; and then to show readers how to achieve a 
little more freedom in their lives--something they really, truly need. 
 
PIERRE-YVES McSWEEN is a Chartered Professional Accountant, holds an MBA and a 
Certificate in Journalism from the University of Montreal. He was an external auditor at EY, a banking 
consultant, and a lecturer at HEC Montréal. He is also a columnist on the radio and hosts a TV show. 
Do you really need it? is his first book. Since it was released in Canada in September 2016, the book has 
become an enormous bestseller. 
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Praise for DO YOU REALLY NEED IT? 
 
“The book covers all the personal finance basics—from budgeting, RRSPs and RESPs to credit 
cards and credit scores. But the author’s fundamental question serves as a springboard to 
deconstruct a wide range of financial and other consumer products. . . . McSween doesn’t mince 
words as he tackles what he considers to be irrational expenses . . . he opens up a hard-hitting 
discussion on overconsumption, the void it fills within us and our actual purchasing power.” —
CPA Canada  
 
“The author is motivated by a real desire to help us think before we buy, to be smart consumers 
and to stop defining ourselves by our possessions.” —Nathalie Collard, La Presse 
 
“The Ministry of Education should add this to its mandatory reading list for its financial curriculum. 
With an accessible, often amusing tone, it covers all of the essentials.” —Daniel German, Les 
Affaires 
 
“The author offers helpful tools to better manage our money without tedious speechifying, often 
the case with financial types.” —Martin Vachon, Journal de Montréal 
 
“I like that the author questions our assumptions on everyday matters: marriage, travel, the car, the 
tie, bankruptcy, kids’ birthday parties—do you need it? He responds to all of these questions in a 
way that’s non-conformist, but informed.” —Josée Blanchette, Le Devoir 
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C . E .  G A T C H A L I A N  

DOUBLE MELANCHOLY 
A R T ,  B E A U T Y  A N D  T H E  M A K I N G  O F  A  
B R O W N  Q U E E R  M A N  
 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (224 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): JUNE 2019 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
According to Didier Eribon, melancholy is where it all starts and where it also ends: the lifelong process 
of mourning that each homosexual experiences, and through which they construct their own identity. 
In this beguiling book, an introverted, anxious, ambitious, artistically gifted queer Filipino-Canadian 
boy finds solace, inspiration, and a "syllabus for living" in art -- works of literature and music, from 
the children's literary classic Anne of Green Gables to the music of Maria Callas. But their contribution 
to his intellectual, emotional, and spiritual edification belies the fact that they were largely 
heteronormative and white, which had the effect of invisibilizing him as a queer person of colour. Part 
memoir, part cultural commentary, and a hybrid of besotted aesthetic appreciation and unsparing 
critique, Double Melancholyis by turns a passionate love letter to art and an embattled examination of its 
oppressive complicity with the society that produces it, and the depths to which art both enriches and 
colonizes us. 
 
C.E. GATCHALIAN is a queer Filipino-Canadian author and theatre-maker born, raised and based 
on unceded Coast Salish Territories (Vancouver). A graduate of the the University of British 
Columbia's Creative Writing program, he is a two-time finalist for the Lambda Literary Award whose 
plays have been produced locally, nationally and internationally. Double Melancholy is his first non-
fiction book. 
 

PRAISE 

Chris Gatchalian's Double Melancholy is a game-changing memoir. To be queer and to be brown are 
separate struggles, but to occupy a body and mind locked between the two is a world we cannot all 
experience. Stuck in the crevice where the personal meets the political, we the readers root for the 
narrator. Brilliant and gripping. -Chelene Knight, author of Dear Current Occupant 

Alberto Manguel meets Richard Rodriguez in this fearless, intimate memoir. Gatchalian's prose is 
evocative, lyrical, and poetic. It's also rigorous and tough. Gatchalian doesn't only expose oppressive 
legacies of our homophobic, racist, and patriarchal histories. He also exposes himself. In passages of 
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raw, compelling vulnerability, he offers readers a window into the indefensible, incorrect desires, 
longings, and hatreds that we all carry in some form or other, and that many of us go to great lengths 
to mask. -Marcus Youssef, winner of the Siminovitch Prize and Rio Tinto Alcan Performing Arts 
Award 

A work of such psychic intimacy, one almost has the sense that they're watching Gatchalian think in 
real time on the page. Diaristic, theoretical, lyrical, Double Melancholy gives voice to a unique, multi-
hyphenated identity. -Jordan Tannahill, author of Liminal 

C. E. Gatachlian's Double Melancholy is a brave and heartbreaking fireworks display of a book. The 
author, a self-described 'brown queer man' and well-known playwright, scrutinizes the inner pasts of 
various artists as a means of deepening his own self-awareness and displaying his singular prose style. 
-George Fetherling, author of Travels by Night 

C. E. Gatchalian's Double Melancholy charts a central and exciting path: a Canadian of Filipinx descent 
attempts to tease out the complexities of his identification with white and Western 'high culture,' from 
E. M. Forster to Anne of Green Gables, from Tennessee Williams to Maria Callas. As a brown and 
queer artist, Gatchalian is unsparing with both himself and others, often provocatively and wittily so. 
An ambitious and original book of warring voices, many of them the author's own. -Will Aitken, author 
of Antigone Undone 
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WAYDE COMPTON 

AFTER CANAAN 
 
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (240 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): MAY 2011 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
Finalist, City of Vancouver Book Award 

After Canaan, the first nonfiction book by acclaimed Vancouver poet Wayde Compton, repositions the 
North American discussion of race in the wake of the tumultuous twentieth century. It riffs on the 
concept of Canada as a promised land (or "Canaan") encoded in African American myth and song 
since the days of slavery. These varied essays, steeped in a kind of history rarely written about, explore 
the language of racial misrecognition (a. k.a. "passing"), the subjectivity of black writers in the unblack 
Pacific northwest, the failure of urban renewal, black and Asian comedy as a counterweight to official 
multiculturalism, the poetics of hip hop turntablism, and the impact of the Obama phenomenon on 
the way we speak about race itself. Compton marks the passing of old modes of antiracism and 
multiculturalism, and points toward what may or may not be a "post-racial" future, but will without 
doubt be a brave new world of cultural perception.  

Written with the same poetic perceptiveness as cultural theorists Rinaldo Walcott and Dionne 
Brand, After Canaan is a brilliant and thoughtful collection of essays that ought to be required reading 
for all. 

WAYDE COMPTON is the author of two books of poetry, 49th Parallel Psalm (Dorothy Livesay 
Poetry Prize finalist) and Performance Bond. He also edited the anthology Bluesprint: Black British 
Columbian Literature and Orature. His non-fiction book After Canaan: Essays on Race, Writing, and 
Region was shortlisted for the City of Vancouver Book Award, and his first work of fiction, The Outer 
Harbour, won the City of Vancouver Book Award. His latest book is the YA graphic novel The Blue 
Road, illustrated by April dela Noche Milne. Wayde is the former director of the Writer's Studio and 
the Southbank Writer's Program at Simon Fraser University Continuing Studies. He currently teaches 
in the faculty of Creative Writing at Douglas College. He lives in Vancouver. 
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PRAISE 

An excellent and essential document that asks us to consider many open questions about race and 
writing in British Columbia and beyond.-PRISM international 

Wayde Compton is among the most brilliant and accomplished black Canadian writers of his 
generation, and the release of his first collection of essays is great cause for celebration. After 
Canaan explores with equal passion and acuity the archives of history and the live acts of contemporary 
culture. It links a unique landscape of black presence to the most urgent global debates on the politics 
of race and space. These are exemplary essays: culturally rooted, intellectually borderless, and brimming 
with soulful style. -David Chariandy, author of Soucouyant 

Compton has assembled a varied and nuanced set of essays reflecting on the varied and nuanced state 
of being black in this corner of North America. -The Tyee 

After Canaan is an important work, and possibly even essential reading, as Compton delves into 
territory that for so long has been pushed aside, ignored and deliberately overrun. Wayde Compton 
writes some damned intelligent and thoughtful explorations on the conflux of various points along 
historical and cultural lines. If you haven't paid attention to his work so far, this is where you need to 
begin. -rob mclennan's blog 

In After Canaan, Compton brings to the essay form all his gifts as a poet, an archivist, an activist, and 
an intellectual. The result is a beautiful and intelligent collection of essays-a major contribution to black 
cultural studies in Canada. -BC Studies 

After Canaan offers an alternative epistemology for thinking about race in Canada . .. [It] engages 
critically and materially with race in a way that hasn't been done before, courageously critiquing 
Canada's refusal to account for or legitimize the experience of racial ambiguity.  
-Quill and Quire (STARRED REVIEW) 

A refreshing remix of scholarly and poetic investigations into the various national myths that have 
dubbed Canada a "post-racial" nation . .. After Canaan arrives at a timely moment in history, offering 
new writings that re-imagine Canada's interracial milieu. -Open Book: Toronto 

In After Canaan, Compton argues--in lucid, compelling prose--for a vigilant racial complexity. In these 
pages, nothing is as it appears--and the myth of a fixed and essential racial self is shattered forever. 
Compton pushes us to look beneath the surface--past those comforting tales of nationhood and racial 
solidarity--to the more nebulous and ever-shifting truth. This is a brilliant and originalwork that should 
be mandatory reading for any student of race and history. -Danzy Senna, author of Caucasia 

The overriding themes in Wayde Compton's poetry, performance art, and writing are hybridity and 
border crossing. In the Introduction to After Canaan, he says that "looking to the margins rather than 
the centres has a unique value" because on the periphery "where there are fewer local expectations of 
what 'the black experience' ought to be, radical experiments of identity can be tried" and "new 
systems of thought against racism might be expected to emerge. " These essays are, first and 
foremost, essays of ideas rather than style, and Compton's ideas are always fresh and often 
downright exhilarating.  
-Rain Taxi  
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SPIRITUALITY 

SELF-HELP  
 

NEW OR RECENTLY ADDED TO THE 
CATALOGUE 
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U L L A  P E F F E R M A N N - F I N C K E ,  R E I N E R  
F I N C K E   

FROM “NOT ANYMORE” 
TO “NOT YET” 
A  P R A C T I C A L  G U I D E  T O  T I M E S  I N  
T R A N S I T I O N   

CLIENT: VIER-TÜRME-VERLAG 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (144 PP), ENGLISH 
SAMPLE TRANSLATION 
PUB DATE (D): SEPTEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: DUTCH, FRENCH 
 
For all other rights please contact Rose Hofmann r.hofmann@vier-tuerme.de 
 
 
Making the Jump – Managing and Shaping Life Transitions  
Specific support for challenging phases in life  
 
Again and again, our life confronts us with transitions: we have to change jobs, make a home in a 
new town, navigate family upheavals, or face retirement. Such changes, endings, and fresh starts 
often bring us to our limits. Only rarely are these transitions organized, peaceful, or smooth—
instead, they storm in on us without warning, leaving us overwhelmed. What do I do now? Have I 
made the right choice?  

In difficult times, this book acts as guide and companion, offering creative techniques, meditations, 
as well as inspirations based on enneagrams and other personality theories. Using these approaches, 
readers can find new orientation and manage transitions healthily.  

ULLA PEFFERMANN-FINCKE is a healing practitioner, orthoptist, and trained in Bible therapy. 
She is also a teacher in the oral enneagram tradition (Helen Palmer) and a communication coach.  

RAINER FINCKE is a parish priest near Bonn, Germany. He works as a Bible theater coach, Gestalt 
psychologist, clinical counselor, and communication coach.  
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L I N D A  J A R O S C H  

I LOVE THE WOMAN I 
AM 
A  N E W  P A T H  T O W A R D  S E L F - L O V E  
 

CLIENT: VIER-TÜRME-VERLAG 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (144 PP) 
ENGLISH SAMPLE TRANSLATION 
PUB DATE (D): AUGUST 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, DUTCH 

For all other rights please contact Rose Hofmann r.hofmann@vier-tuerme.de 
 
 

Kindness and warmth rather than self-centeredness  

Self-love is almost a dirty word for many women. All too often, we judge our own weaknesses harshly 
while comparing ourselves to false role models. This keeps us from treating ourselves with the empathy 
that we quite willingly extend to others—with respect, kindness, patience, and generosity.  

Using the example of Mary Magdalene and her story of liberation, Linda Jarosch shows a path towards 
freedom of thought, and thereby also towards freeing the way we live and feel. Often, she writes, it is 
a question of leaving behind outdated modes of living and thinking, and instead giving oneself 
permission to fully realise one’s own potential.  

A liberating book that can help all readers find a loving approach to their own soul.  

 

LINDA JAROSCH is an author, workshop instructor, and freelance education consultant for various 
organisations and companies. In addition, she uses her own experience as a mother of three to counsel 
women and families. Her best-selling titles at Vier-Türme have included Queen and Wild Woman 
(translated into 18 languages, with worldwide sales of approx. 250 000 copies) and Tomorrow I Shall 
Wear Red (translated into 5 languages).  
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A N S E L M  G R Ü N ,  J O H A N N E S  G .  M A Y E R ,  
K A T H A R I N A  M A N T E L  

HEALING HERBS FOR THE 
SOUL 
S E V E N  R E M E D I E S  F R O M  T H E  
M O N A S T E R Y  G A R D E N S  
  

CLIENT: VIER-TÜRME-VERLAG 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (106 PP), ENGLISH 
SAMPLE TRANSLATION 
PUB DATE (D): MARCH 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, DUTCH 
 
For all other rights please contact Rose Hofmann r.hofmann@vier-tuerme.de 
 
Expert knowledge condensed into clear, comprehensible language  
Includes tips for home gardening  
Recipes for remedies and home uses  

“For every ill there is a herb”, Hildegard von Bingen wrote—and indeed, the healing power of many 
herbs has been known for centuries. Together with Johannes G. Mayer and Katharina Mantel, Anselm 
Grün has selected seven herbs for their medicinal, historical, and symbolic significance, presenting 
them here with information on their use and cultivation. Anselm Grün additionally links each herb 
with one of the seven canonical hours, formulating a reflection or spiritual impulse for meditation.  

FATHER ANSELM GRÜN, born in 1945, is a monk at Münsterschwarzach Abbey. His spiritual 
guidance and counsel – regardless of religious denomination – have made him one of Germany’s best-
known authors on spirituality.  

DR. JOHANNES G. MAYER, 1953–2018, was a scholar of literature as well as medical and 
pharmaceutic history. In the latter capacity, he served as coordinator of the Wullstein Research Center 
at Würzburg University’s Institute for the History of Medicine (Specialization: History of medicinal 
plants) and as the head of the Forschergruppe Klostermedizin GmbH, a monastic medicine research 
organization. He was also a writer and frequently served as consulting expert for TV and print media. 
His handbook of monastic medicine was published in 2002 and has sold over a quarter of a million 
copies.  

KATHARINA MANTEL is a pharmacist specializing in natural remedies and phytotherapy. Since 
1999, she has been a member of Würzburg University’s monastery medicine research project, as well 
as co-authoring numerous works on healing plants, nutrition, and health.   
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A N S E L M  G R Ü N ,  A N S G A R  S T Ü F E  

AN APOTHECARY OF 
COMFORTS 
S O O T H I N G  W I S D O M  F O R  D I F F I C U L T  
M O M E N T S  
CLIENT: VIER-TÜRME-VERLAG 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (160 PP), ENGLISH 
SAMPLE TRANSLATION AVAILABLE 
PUB DATE (D): AUGUST 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: ITALIAN, FRENCH OFFER IN 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, DUTCH 

 
For all other rights please contact Rose Hofmann r.hofmann@vier-tuerme.de 

Balm for the soul 

A small gift for hard times  
New wisdom and comfort from selected readings in scripture  
 
We all have days on which one bad thing just seems to follow another. Or moments in which we are 
overwhelmed by loneliness, self-pity, grief, or fear. Times when insults are added to injury. Periods 
where our thoughts run in dark circles, and our oversensitivity dominates our lives.  

This book offers comfort for just such times, collecting wisdom and support from the holiest of books: 
the Bible.  

In the words of Anselm Grün: “In this book, I describe situations in which we may feel miserable and 
inconsolable—and then offer balm from the Bible. People have often given me comfort and support. 
But words can also have an enormous power to comfort.”  

A special gift for family, friends, and acquaintances—but not least for ourselves.  

FATHER ANSELM GRÜN, born in 1945, is a monk at Münsterschwarzach Abbey. His spiritual 
guidance and counsel – regardless of religious denomination – have made him one of Germany’s best-
known authors on spirituality.  

BROTHER DR. ANSGAR STÜFE, born 1952, was head of the mission hospital at the abbey of 
Peramiho in Tanzania for 16 years. After working as mission procurator supporting the global projects 
of the Benedictine congregation, he returned to Münsterschwarzach, where he is head of Vier-Türme 
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Publishing. A passionate reader, he relishes the chance to devote himself to his second great passion 
after medicine: books.  
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A N S E L M  G R Ü N  

PEACE, LOVE AND 
FRUSTRATION 
H O W  T O  B U I L D  S T R O N G  
C O M M U N I T I E S  
CLIENT: VIER-TÜRME-VERLAG 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (144 PP), ENGLISH 
SAMPLE TRANSLATION AVAILABLE 
PUB DATE (D): AUGUST 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, THE NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Rose Hofmann r.hofmann@vier-tuerme.de 

 

All for one and one for all  

How can we overcome the current climate of hate and disrespect?  
What makes communities—of any size—successful and vibrant?  
 
Many people nowadays seem to prioritize their own individual desires above the principles of 
community in all its different forms. Examples abound: Families are drifting apart; clubs and 
associations are hemorrhaging members; and on a political level, national self-interest trumps strong 
multilateral coalitions.  

These bonds have often stood the test of centuries, and the reasons for their falling apart are complex. 
But as they fracture, we stand to lose values that we human beings desperately need in a globalized 
world. This book offers a blueprint for a different future— one characterized by humane, enriching 
interaction in societal and interpersonal relationships.  

 

FATHER ANSELM GRÜN, born in 1945, is a monk at Münsterschwarzach Abbey. His spiritual 
guidance and counsel – regardless of religious denomination – have made him one of Germany’s best-
known authors on spirituality.  
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STILL AVAILABLE 
 
  



 
deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com  phone +33142544389  mobile +33622081500 

www.agencedeborahdruba.com 
 

95 

B O D O  J A N S S E N  

THE POWER OF 
TRADITION 
B E N E D I C T I N E  L I V I N G  I N  T H E  M O D E R N  
W O R L D  

CLIENT: VIER-TÜRME-VERLAG 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (156 PP) 
ENGLISH SAMPLE TRANSLATION 
PUB DATE (D): SEPTEMBER 2019 
RIGHTS SOLD: SPAIN, GERMAN AUDIOBOOK 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, DUTCH 
For all other rights please contact Rose Hofmann r.hofmann@vier-
tuerme.de 
 

 
• A highly current topic: leadership with meaning and human values  
• Benedict’s Rule as a guide to human interaction—not just for managers and leaders  

After Bodo Janssen took over running his parents’ hotel business, he was faced with a painful 
truth: according to a survey of his employees, most of them would have preferred a different 
kind of boss. Taking time off in a Benedictine monastery, Bodo Janssen encountered the 
spirituality of St. Benedict. He has come to see Benedict’s Rule as an essential guide book—
not just in how to lead others, but in how to interact with fellow human beings around him. 
Encountering others on an equal footing and thus building a working community has become 
his highest goal. He shows how Benedict’s words helped him find this insight, and the many 
ideas they hold for supporting and creating a fulfilled life.  

 

BODO JANSSEN was born into a family of entrepreneurs in 1974. After completing 
degrees in China studies and business, he entered his parents’ hotel business. As a student, he 
was kidnapped and held hostage for eight days. After his father’s death in a plane crash, he 
took over the management of his parents’ hotel chain. Harsh criticism from employees 
regarding his leadership style led him to retreat to a monastery, where— incorporating 
spirituality and science — he developed the “Upstalsboom method” for creating a human, 
meaningful work environment. Today, he works as a hotel manager, author, and speaker.  

.   
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J O S E F  V A N  S C H A R R E L  

BE A MAN!   
H O W  T O  L I B E R A T E  Y O U R S E L F  F R O M  
A  F A L S E  I D E A L  O F  M A S C U L I N I T Y  
  

CLIENT: VIER-TÜRME-VERLAG 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (120 PP), ENGLISH 
SAMPLE TRANSLATION 
PUB DATE (D): MARCH 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: UKRAINE 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, THE NETHERLANDS 
For all other rights please contact Rose Hofmann r.hofmann@vier-
tuerme.de 
 
 

• The ideal gift for any man  
• Practical exercises and ideas for reflection  

Until several decades ago, there was a relatively clear model of masculinity: A “true” man should 
embody qualities of dominance, forcefulness and strength and should show these qualities in his 
appearance. Today, it is much harder to draw a characteristic image of masculinity. In this book, 
Brother Josef van Scharrel — whose courses for men at the Nütschau monastery have been popular 
for years — seeks to offer men an opportunity of reflecting on themselves, their relationship with 
masculinity, and their understanding of the masculine role. Readers are encouraged to show their 
masculinity in their feelings, strengths, and joys, as well as in their weaknesses, fears, and mistakes. In 
addition to inspiring texts, van Scharrel provides ideas and exercises for turning theory into practice 
and personally experiencing its effects. This liberates readers from their own and others’ expectations, 
allowing them to find their own path to a personal understanding of masculinity.  

 

JOSEPH VAN SCHARREL, born 1961, founded Nütschau Benedictine Monastery’s Raphael 
House specifically to address the changing needs of men. Since 2011, he has been leading vision-
seeking and forest exercises for the “stronger sex” in both Germany and Sweden.  
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A N S E L M  G R Ü N  

EMBRACING DOUBT 
P E R S O N A L  C R I S I S  A S  A  S I G N  O F  
G R O W T H  
  

CLIENT: VIER-TÜRME-VERLAG 
PUBLISHER: KÖSEL VERLAG 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (160 PP), ENGLISH 
SAMPLE TRANSLATION 
PUB DATE (D): SEPTEMBER 2019 
RIGHTS SOLD: BRAZIL, ITALY, SPAIN (WORLD) 
RIGHTS HELD: FRENCH, DUTCH 
For all other rights please contact Rose Hofmann r.hofmann@vier-
tuerme.de 
 

 

Doubt is often seen as something negative: a person who doubts or hesitates worries their life away in 
uncertainty. Or doubt is seen as a path to passivity and letting life pass us by. Again and again, we’re 
told that “Success can’t be built on insecurity.” Anselm Grün investigates how doubt and the longing 
for certainty complement each other, and what role doubt can play in our lives. If we face up to the 
despair that keeps intruding on our lives, Anselm Grün explains, our doubt can actually help our 
personal growth. It can break open inflexible structures and lead us to new experiences.  

 

 

FATHER ANSELM GRÜN, born in 1945, is a monk at Münsterschwarzach Abbey. His spiritual 
guidance and counsel – regardless of religious denomination – have made him one of Germany’s best-
known authors on spirituality.  
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A  R E L A T I O N S H I P  U N L I K E  A N Y  O T H E R  
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MATERIAL: FULL MS. (112 PP) 
PUB DATE (D): AUGUST 2019 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
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r.hofmann@vier-tuerme.de 

 

Siblings—in between love and rivalry  

Understand your own relationship with brothers and/or sisters better  
For an open and trusting constellation within family  
 
Siblings are linked by a special emotional bond. Brothers and sisters are those who go with us through 
life longest—but this relationship can also be marked by tension: from early on, siblings fight over 
parental love and affection. Even as adults, many people feel slighted by their father or mother in favor 
of their siblings. This can lead to estrangement after the death of the parents, particularly if there are 
fights over inheritance.  

In this volume, Anselm Grün—himself one of seven siblings—shines a light on the bonds of brotherly 
and sisterly love. He discusses the numerous Bible stories, such as the prodigal son, Cain's fratricide 
of Abel, and Jacob and Esau. But Grün also uses examples both from his family and from his activity 
as a counselor. Drawing on this rich trove of experience, he shows how siblings can treat each other 
well and live harmoniously.  

 

FATHER ANSELM GRÜN, born in 1945, is a monk at Münsterschwarzach Abbey. His spiritual 
guidance and counsel – regardless of religious denomination – have made him one of Germany’s best-
known authors on spirituality.  
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H E I D I  M .  G I E B E L   

ETHICAL EXCELLENCE 
P H I L O S O P H E R S ,  P S Y C H O L O G I S T S ,  A N D  
R E A L - L I F E  E X E M P L A R S  S H O W  U S  H O W  
T O  A C H I E V E  I T   
CLIENT: CUA 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (400 PP) 
PUB DATE (US): JANUARY 2021 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 

For all other rights please contact Brian Roach roach@cua.edu  

Why do some people achieve ethical excellence while others fail? For example, how did Gloria Lewis 
overcome a lifetime of difficulty and go on to found a non-profit focused on feeding the homeless 
while Danny Starrett, despite a seemingly ideal childhood, became a rapist and murderer? Why did 
some Germans rescue their Jewish neighbors while others stood by?  

One recent study found that four personal variables, taken togeth- er, differentiated Nazi-era 
bystanders from rescuers with startling ³�.1% accuracy: social responsibility, altruistic moral 
reasoning, empathic con- cern, and risk-taking—traits related to ethical excellences (virtues) like justice, 
benevolence, and courage. Drawing from the combined wisdom of classical Socratic and Confucian 
philosophy, recent work in psychol- ogy, and the lived experience of recognized moral heroes, the 
book fo- cuses on how each of us can work toward ethical excellence, becoming more like Lewis and 
neighbor-rescuers than like Starrett and Nazi-era bystanders.  

The ancient Socratic and Confucian philosophical traditions offer surprisingly sophisticated advice 
regarding moral education. Because research in psychology helps us assess the feasibility of cultivating 
vir- tue in ourselves and those we influence, Ethical Excellence focuses on combining sound 
philosophical analysis of ethical virtue and related concepts with relevant empirical research on how 
these concepts are manifested and developed in everyday practice. Willpower, for exam- ple, 
contributes to development of temperance or moderation, grit re- lates to perseverance, and empathy 
is connected to benevolence.  

Finally, the study of ethically exceptional people—moral heroes or exemplars—serves as living proof 
that ethical excellence is possible, and exemplars can provide inspiration to attempt it ourselves and 
guidance regarding how to do so successfully. Relevant stories and excerpts from the author’s own 
interviews with award-winning ethical exemplars complement the use of philosophical virtue theory 
and psychological research on virtue-relevant practice. Together, these three approaches—philosophy, 
psychology, and biography—help to triangulate ethical excellence and its achievement, presenting a 
much clearer and more complete picture than we can get from any one of these methods alone.  
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HEIDI M. GIEBEL is professor of philosophy at the University of St. Thomas, Minnesota. 
 

PRAISE 
 

“Giebel’s excellent new book offers a novel approach by bringing together two great wisdom traditions 
(namely, Socratic and Confucian traditions), contemporary psychological research on character 
development, and the stories of real-life exemplars in order to give helpful advice on how to become 
more virtuous. The book also demonstrates what can be gained by making philosophy more personal.” 
—David McPherson, author of Virtue and Meaning: A Neo-Aristotelian Perspective  
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M O N T A G U E  B R O W N   

REASON, REVELATION 
AND METAPHYSICS 
T H E  T R A N S C E N D E N T A L  A N A L O G I E S  
CLIENT: CUA 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (328 PP) 
PUB DATE (US): NOVEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 

For all other rights please contact Brian Roach roach@cua.edu  

Any realist metaphysics must include an integrated account of the transcendentals and the analogy of 
being, for an adequate metaphysics must be about everything, and all things share in some key 
metaphysical characteristic—being, unity, truth, goodness, and beauty. However, they do not share in 
them in exactly the same way. Therefore, there is need to explain the transcendental characteristics in 
an analogical way. By using the phrase "transcendental analogies," Reason, Revelation and 
Metaphysics claims that there are analogies of unity, truth, goodness, and beauty, which are related to, 
but irreducible to, the analogy of being. As this book is a systematic study of the topic, theoretical 
reason has primacy in the project and metaphysics is given pride of place. But reason is practical and 
aesthetic as well; that is, our consciences urge us to seek what is good, and we are delighted by what is 
beautiful. Although goodness and beauty are not reducible to truth, they must be included in any 
adequate metaphysical account, for metaphysics looks to explain everything.  
 
Although metaphysics is traditionally thought to be a philosophical project involving ontology and 
natural theology, Montague Brown argues that an adequate metaphysics must ultimately be theological, 
including within its scope the truths of revelation. Philosophical reason's examination of the 
transcendental analogies raises questions that it cannot answer. We experience a world of many beings, 
truths, goods, and beauties. Recognizing that these many instances have something in common, we 
affirm a transcendent instance of each (traditionally called God). However, although we know that a 
transcendent instance exists, we do not know its nature: therefore, we cannot say how it is related to 
the other instances. If we try to apply this transcendent instance as the prime analogate to shed light 
on the other analogates, we must fail, for the abstractness and universality of the transcendent instance 
can add nothing to our understanding of the particular instances. Wanting to know how the many exist 
and are related, philosophical reason finds no way forward and recognizes its need for help.  
 
It is the thesis of this book that reason finds this help only in the revelation of the God's covenantal 
relation with the world. The first principle of all things—most perfectly revealed in Jesus Christ, perfect 
God and perfect man—is really and freely related to us. Only by accepting this revealed prime 
analogate can the transcendental analogies bear fruit in our ongoing quest for understanding. 
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MONTAGUE BROWN is professor of philosophy at Saint Anselm College. 
 

PRAISE 
 
"The most significant contribution of the book is the investigation of how far natural reason, in 
confronting the modern problematic of the self-realization of personal freedom in history, can go in 
affirming the reality of transcendental oneness, truth, goodness, and beauty. I do not know of a single 
author that has investigated precisely this path although Brown will find fellow travelers in Newman, 
Ratzinger, and von Balthasar."—Peter Casarella, University of Notre Dame 
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ALICE RAMOS ED.  

BEAUTY AND THE GOOD 
RECOVERING THE CLASSICAL 
TRADITION FROM PLATO TO DUNS 
SCOTUS 

CLIENT: CUA 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (416 PP) 
PUB DATE (US): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
In the past twenty years or more, there has been a growing interest among philosophers and 
theologians alike in the transcendentals and especially in the beautiful. This seems fortuitous since so 
much of contemporary culture is fixated in many ways on beauty, on what might be called a superficial 
or man-made beauty, intent on outward appearance, with little or no concern for the human person's 
interiority and distinctive nature. The Ancients and the Medievals, on the contrary, were sensitive not 
only to the beauty of nature and art but also to beauty as intelligible, that is, to the beauty of moral 
harmony and of metaphysical splendor. While the question of whether the beautiful is in fact a 
transcendental aspect of being continues to be a subject of dispute in contemporary scholarship, the 
relationship between the beautiful and the good has been accepted since ancient times and has been 
attended to in recent publications. None of these publications, however, offers a systematic treatment 
of this relationship by drawing from the wisdom of both ancient and medieval thought in such a way 
as to bring together the work of scholars in this tradition. 
  
Beauty and the Good intends therefore to make a singular contribution by presenting a richer alternative 
to the contemporary cult of beauty and appearance on the one hand, and to the concomitant decline 
of real beauty on the other hand. In addition to highlighting the centrality of beauty in the Aristotelian 
account of moral virtue, where virtue is kalon and virtuous actions are done for the sake of kalon (the 
word kalon designates that which is beautiful, noble, and good)—an account which is found echoed 
in the medieval notion of intrinsic goodness (bonum honestum), understood as intelligible or spiritual 
beauty—this volume will provide the metaphysical and theological grounding for beauty, as influenced 
in part by Plato and Neoplatonism, together with a much needed account of how we know and judge 
beauty, and how for the recognition of true good and real beauty we need to be properly disposed. 
The integration of philosophical and theological reflection on the nature and relationship of beauty 
and the good, on our perception and judgment of beauty and of the good as beautiful, and on the 
motivational role of beauty in human action has as its goal to produce a coherent volume of essays. 
 
ALICE RAMOS  is professor of philosophy at St. John's University and author of Dynamic 
Transcendentals: Truth, Goodness, and Beauty from a Thomistic Perspective (CUA Press). 
 
 

PRAISE 
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"Quite original in placing the question of the good within the broader context of the transcendental 
in classical/medieval philosophy. The scholarship is sound, and the authors are all experts in their 
field."—Rev. John J. Conley, SJ, Loyola University Maryland 
 
  



 
deborah@agencedeborahdruba.com  phone +33142544389  mobile +33622081500 

www.agencedeborahdruba.com 
 

106 

 
T .  A D A M  V A N  W A R T   

NEITHER NATURE NOR 
GRACE 
A Q U I N A S ,  B A R T H ,  A N D  G A R R I G O U -
L A G R A N G E  O N  T H E  E P I S T E M I C  U S E  O F  
G O D ' S  E F F E C T S  

CLIENT: CUA 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (320 PP) 
PUB DATE (US): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE NETHERLANDS 

For all other rights please contact Brian Roach roach@cua.edu  

Neither Nature nor Grace operates at the intersection of systematic and philosophical theology, exploring 
in particular how St. Thomas Aquinas variously uses the latter in service to the clarification and faithful 
advancement of the former. More specifically, Neither Nature nor Grace explores the overlooked logical 
difficulties that have followed the late modern debates in ecumenical Christian theology as to whether 
knowledge of God is available solely through God's gracious self-revelation (e.g., Jesus Christ and Holy 
Scripture), or through revelation and the deliverances of natural reason.  
Van Wart takes the prominent French Dominican Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange as paradigmatic for the 
case that knowledge of God can be had by both revelation and natural reason. Representing the 
opposing position, that God can only be known through divine revelation, Van Wart highlights the 
work of influential Protestant theologian Karl Barth.  
By placing these two imposing 20th century theologians in conversation, and by providing a careful 
theo-philosophical analysis of the logical mechanics of each thinker's respective arguments, Van Wart 
shows how both inadvertently overreach their self-professed epistemological bounds and just so run 
into significant problems maintaining the coherence of their relative theological positions. That is, 
against their expressed intentions to the contrary, both thinkers unwittingly evacuate the divine essence 
of the mystery Christian tradition has always previously claimed it to have, effectively reducing the 
being of God to mere creaturely being writ large. As a contrasting corrective to this problem, Van 
Wart proffers a constructive grammatical reading of Aquinas's measured account of the crucial but 
often overlooked logical differences between what can be said of the divine, on the one hand, versus 
what can be known of God, on the other.  
While many recent works have attempted to solve the ongoing arguments which Garrigou-Lagrange 
and Barth epitomize regarding the epistemic use of God's effects, Van Wart's contribution 
constructively pushes the conversation to a different level in showing how Aquinas's grammar of God 
provides a salutary means of dissolving and moving beyond these contentious debates altogether. 
 
T. ADAM VAN WART is assistant professor of theology at Ave Maria University. 
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PRAISE 
 
"Van Wart's book will stimulate much thought on the question of theology in a post-metaphysical 
context. It is a work that merits a wider audience."—Gary Culpepper, Providence College 
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CAJETAN ON SACRED 
DOCTRINE 
F O R E W O R D  B Y  A N D R E W  H O F E R ,  O P  
CLIENT: CUA 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (352 PP) 
PUB DATE (US): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 

For all other rights please contact Brian Roach 
roach@cua.edu  

Cardinal Tommaso de Vio (1469-1534), commonly known as Cajetan, remains a misunderstood 
figure. Cajetan on Sacred Doctrine is the first ever monograph on Cajetan as a theologian in his own right, 
and it fills an immense lacuna in the debate on the nature of sacred doctrine from the Thomism of the 
Renaissance. Confirming Cajetan as a key protagonist within the emergent Reformation, this work 
delivers an indispensable immersion into his theological method in relation to his closest predecessors 
and contemporaries: Hervaeus Natalis, Blessed Duns Scotus, Gregory of Rimini, Johannes Capreolus, 
Silvestro Mazzolini da Prierio, Martin Luther, and others. 
 
The first ever commentary on St. Thomas Aquinas's entire Summa Theologiae was published by Cajetan. 
This monograph focuses primarily on the Summa Theologiae Ia pars, question 1, concerning sacred 
doctrine, and how Cajetan unpacks the potency of Aquinas's opening syllogism, setting forth a 
coherent division of the question, and ultimately touching the mind of Aquinas when revealing the 
articles of the Apostles' Creed as the Summa Theologiae's macrostructure. Finally, we are shown how 
Cajetan emphasizes the essential link between ecclesiology and the communication of sacred doctrine, 
especially the papacy's role in guaranteeing the proposal and explication of the faith. 
 
Cajetan's accomplishments as a biblical exegete established him as a renowned Renaissance scholar 
and a forerunner of future ecumenical dialogue. Furthermore, his grasp of theology's perennial 
properties continue to make him an important interlocutor in the renewed quest for a unity in theology 
in an ever more fragmented aggregation of theologies. 
 
Cajetan's theological labor is a perpetuation of the via antiqua, a biblical-theological worldview handed 
down through Tradition. St. Gregory the Theologian (329-390), the via antiqua's preeminent Eastern 
representative and chief theological constructor of Christendom, offers the monograph's author—
himself a Byzantine Hieromonk—a prime opportunity for a few closing insights on the innate 
symphony between two very distant periods and distinct theological traditions within the one 
ecumenical Church. 
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HIEROMONK GREGORY HRYNKIW is a hermit in the Hermitage of the Three Holy Hierarchs, 
Saskatchewan, Canada. Andrew Hofer, OP is Associate Professor of Patristics and Ancient Languages, 
Dominican House of Studies, Washington, DC. 
 
 

PRAISE 
 
"No other work that I know has treated this topic of Sacred Doctrine in Cajetanargues that Cajetan's 
work is a sadly neglected resource, which contemporary theology would do well to appropriate. – Jared 
Wicks, SJ, author of Investigating Vatican II: Its Theologians, Ecumenical Turn, and Biblical Commitment (CUA 
Press)"— 
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MATTHEW J .  RAMAGE 
THE EXPERIMENT OF 
FAITH  
POPE BENEDICT XVI  ON LIVING 
THE THEOLOGICAL VIRTUES IN A  
SECULAR AGE  
CLIENT: CUA 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (304 PP) 
PUB DATE (D): APRIL 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
For all other rights please contact Brian Roach roach@cua.edu 
 
Pope Benedict XVI memorably remarked that the Christian faith is a lot like a Gothic cathedral with 
its stained-glass windows. From the outside, the Church can appear dark, dreary, and worn with age—
the crumbling relic of an institution that no longer speaks to men and women living in our modern 
world. Indeed, for many people today, Christian morality with all of its commandments appears to be 
a source not of life and joy but instead of suffering and oppression. Even within the Church, many 
wonder: why should I submit to ancient doctrines and outdated practices that restrict my freedom and 
impede my happiness? 
 
In this timely and original book, his third exploring the riches of Benedict XVI's vast corpus, theologian 
Matthew Ramage sets out to meet this challenge with an in-depth study of the emeritus pontiff's 
wisdom on how to live Christian discipleship in today's increasingly secularized world. Taking as his 
starting point Benedict's conviction that the truth of Christianity—like the beauty of a cathedral's 
glorious windows—can be grasped only from the inside, Ramage draws on Benedict's insights to show 
how all Christians can make the "experiment of faith" by living the theological virtues of faith, hope, 
and charity in daily life. Along the way, he shares his personal reflections on how Benedict's wisdom 
has helped him to navigate difficulties in embracing the faith and provides a way forward to those 
struggling to live as disciples in a way that is intellectually serious without remaining merely intellectual. 
In so doing, he also presents a highly nuanced yet accessible approach to defending the truth of the 
gospel in a world where life in Jesus Christ tends to be seen as unfulfilling, irrelevant, or just one 
lifestyle choice among others. 
 
MATTHEW J. RAMAGE is the author of Dark Passages of the Bible: Engaging Scripture with Benedict 
XVI and St. Thomas Aquinas and Jesus, Interpreted: Benedict XVI, Bart Ehrman, and the Historical Truth of the 
Gospels (both CUA Press). 
 

PRAISE FOR THE EXPERIMENT OF FAITH 
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"Ramage's contribution is significant, he treats the issues in a spirited, witty and easy-to-read manner 
without simplifying matters. In an age that is increasingly un-intellectual he successfully shows how 
very important philosophy and theology are for the well-being of human beings. This may well become 
a bestseller!"—Emery de Gaal, Mundelein Seminary 
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FROM HUMAN DIGNITY TO NATURAL LAW shows how the whole of the natural law, as 
understood in the Aristotelian Thomistic tradition, is contained implicitly in human dignity. Human 
dignity means existing for one's own good (the common good as well as one's individual good), and 
not as a mere means to an alien good. But what is the true human good? This question is answered 
with a careful analysis of Aristotle's definition of happiness. The natural law can then be understood 
as the precepts that guide us in achieving happiness. 
To show that human dignity is a reality in the nature of things and not a mere human invention, it is 
necessary to show that human beings exist by nature for the achievement of the properly human good 
in which happiness is found. This implies finality in nature. Since contemporary natural science does 
not recognize final causality, the book explains why living things, as least, must exist for a purpose and 
why the scientific method, as currently understood, is not able to deal with this question. These 
reflections will also enable us to respond to a common criticism of natural law theory: that it attempts 
to derive statements of what ought to be from statements about what is.  
After defining the natural law and relating it to human or positive law, Richard Berquist considers 
Aquinas's formulation of the first principle of the natural law. It then discusses the love 
commandments to love God above all things and to love one's neighbor as oneself as the first precepts 
of the natural law. Subsequent chapters are devoted to clarifying and defending natural law precepts 
concerned with the life issues, with sexual morality and marriage, and with fundamental natural 
rights. FROM HUMAN DIGNITY TO NATURAL LAW concludes with a discussion of alternatives 
to the natural law. 
 
JOHN BERQUIST is emeritus professor of philosophy at the University of St. Thomas, Minnesota. 

 
PRAISE 

 
"There is a need for a book like this because much of what is now being published on the natural law 
deals with particular debates within natural law ethics and is intended primarily for academic audiences. 
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Berquist writes for the non-specialist and provides a crystal clear and concise overview of Thomistic 
natural law, along with a sense of how the natural law can be applied to perennial and contemporary 
issues in applied ethics. He writes beautifully, with exemplary philosophical prose."—Paul Kucharski, 
Manhattanville College 
 
"How timely a book! Richard Berquist guides his reader through the implications of the dignity of the 
human person to discover the fullness of the natural law. Written with characteristic lucidity, this book 
can richly inform the thinking of any thoughtful reader."—John F. Boyle, University of St. Thomas, 
Minn. 
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Popes Francis, Benedict XVI, and John Paul II have called the present a time of New Evangelization 
for the Church and have stressed the importance of catechesis for this mission. John Paul II claimed 
that this renewal of the Church's mission is grounded in the teachings of the Second Vatican Council. 
Nevertheless, approaches to catechesis in the conciliar and postconciliar era have varied greatly, as 
evidenced by the shifts in catechetical practice effected by the modern catechetical movement. Just as 
the dominant forms of theology changed from neo-scholastic to anthropological approaches so, too, 
did catechesis move from catechism-based approaches to more anthropological models based upon 
human experience. 
 
In light of this context, Catechesis for the New Evangelization examines the theological foundations of 
catechesis in the Church's understanding of divine revelation and its reception by the human person, 
especially as found in the conciliar constitutions, Dei Verbum and Gaudium et Spes. After drawing norms 
on divine revelation from these documents, it traces the history of the modern catechetical movement 
in order to compare this history with the conciliar norms, highlighting the renewal's strengths and 
weaknesses. 
 
These steps prepare the way for the main part of the book: an examination of the anthropology of 
Karol Wojtyła/Pope John Paul II. Ultimately, his anthropology provides an understanding of the 
person that can unite divine revelation and human experience in a way that takes what is best from the 
modern catechetical movement, while developing the ministry in a way that can be fruitful for the New 
Evangelization. 
 
Pedraza's book is not only an incisive look at modern catechetical history and theory. It also touches 
upon some of the most important theological topics of the past century, including the neo-scholastic 
crisis, the proper interpretation of the Council, the relationship of nature and grace, and the modern 
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understanding of the imago dei,with the research and competency appropriate for scholarly interest and 
the accessibility needed for educated practitioners in catechesis. 
 
BRIAN PEDRAZA is assistant professor of theology at Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady 
University, Baton Rouge, La. 
 

P R A I S E  F O R  C A T E C H I S  F O R  T H E  N E W  E V A N G E L I Z A T I O N  
 

 
"Pedraza's book is not only a very well informed book on modern catechetical theory. It also touches 
on some of the most important theological discussions of the last hundred years. Will be interesting 
reading for anyone interested in the hermeneutics of Vatican II and the interpretation of John Paul 
II's pontificate."—Jaroslaw Kupczak, author of Gift and Communion: John Paul II's Theology 
of the Body (CUA Press) 
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KIMIKO TOBIMATSU (TEXT) AND KEET 
GENIZA (ILLUSTRATIONS) 
KIMIKO DOES CANCER 
A GRAPHIC MEMOIR 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (96 PP, TWO-COLOUR 
THROUGHOUT) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
 A moving and honest graphic memoir about the unexpected cancer journey of a young, queer, 
mixed-race woman.  

At the age of twenty-five, Kimiko Tobimatsu was a young, queer, mixed-race woman with no history 
of health problems whose world was turned upside down when she was diagnosed with breast cancer. 
In an instant, she became immersed in a new and complicated life of endless appointments, 
evaluations, and treatments, and difficult conversations with her partner and parents. Kimiko knew 
that this wasn't what being twenty-five was supposed to be like . .. but then, she didn't have a choice.  

With tender illustrations by Keet Geniza, Kimiko Does Cancer is a graphic memoir that upends the 
traditional cancer narrative from a young woman's perspective, confronting issues such as dating while 
in menopause, navigating work and treatment, and talking to well-meaning friends, health care 
professionals, and other cancer survivors with viewpoints different from her own. Not one for pink 
ribbons or runs for the cure, Kimiko seeks connection within the cancer community while also 
critiquing the mainstream cancer experience.  

Honest and poignant, Kimiko Does Cancer is about finding one's own way out of a health crisis.  

KIMIKO TOBIMATSU is an employment and human rights lawyer by day. Kimiko Does Cancer, 
based on her own experience, is her first book. 
 
KEET GENIZA is a Filipinx-Canadian illustrator and comic artist. Born and raised in Manila, she 
moved to Toronto in 2006 and has since immersed herself in zines and comics as a way to document 
her struggles as a queer immigrant woman of colour. Kimiko Does Cancer is her first book. 
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Praise for KIMIKO DOES CANCER 
 

Beautifully drawn and candidly told, Kimiko Does Cancer asks important questions about how to move 
forward when you've seemingly beaten cancer, yet it continues to affect every part of your life - from 
your body and self-image to your relationships and sense of purpose. Kimiko leads us, with openness 
and vulnerability, on a cancer journey focused less on survival and more on how best to live while 
staying true to herself. -Teresa Wong, author of Dear Scarlet 

This is an important and insightful cancer memoir that does not try to laugh off the suffering and 
anguish that a cancer diagnosis brings. Aided by Keet Geniza's compelling illustrations, Kimiko brings 
an original queer perspective to the genre, dealing with issues of masculinity, body image, reproduction, 
identity and self-worth, raising questions that this reader had not previously considered. Excellent! -
Ian Williams, author of The Bad Doctor 

With honesty, humility, and humour, Kimiko Does Cancer challenges cliches and what we think we know 
about being diagnosed with and treated for cancer. A triumph! -MK Czerwiec, author of Taking Turns: 
Stories from HIV/AIDS Care Unit 371 
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SYAN ROSE 

OUR WORK IS 
EVERYWHERE   

A N  I L L U S T R A T E D  O R A L  H I S T O R Y  O F  
Q U E E R  A N D  T R A N S  R E S I S T A N C E   

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (72 PP) 
PUB DATE (Canada): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
A visually stunning graphic non-fiction book on queer and trans resistance.  
Over the past ten years, we have witnessed the rise of queer and trans communities that have defied 
and challenged those who have historically opposed them. Through bold, symbolic imagery and 
surrealist, overlapping landscapes, queer illustrator and curator Syan Rose shines a light on the faces 
and voices of these diverse, amorphous, messy, real, and imagined queer and trans communities.  
In their own words, queer and trans organizers, artists, healers, comrades, and leaders speak honestly 
and authentically about their own experiences with power, love, pain, and magic to create a textured 
and nuanced portrait of queer and trans realities in America. The many themes include Black femme 
mental health, Pacific Islander authorship, fat queer performance art, disability and health care practice, 
sex worker activism, and much more. Accompanying the narratives are Rose's startling and sinuous 
images that brings these leaders' words to visual life.  
Our Work Is Everywhere is a graphic non-fiction book that underscores the brilliance and passion of 
queer and trans resistance.  
Includes a foreword by Lambda Literary Award-winning author and activist Leah Lakshmi Piepzna-
Samarasinha, author of Care Work: Dreaming Disability Justice.  
 
SYAN ROSE is an illustrator and comic artist whose work plays with both surrealist and 
representational imagery to approach topics of personal history, politics, accountability, and healing. 
Sheâ??s been published in Bitch, Slate, Gay Magazine, Truthout, and Autostraddle, and has self-produced 
many comics and zines. 
 
LEAH LAKSHMI PIEPZNA-SAMARASINHA is a queer disabled femme writer and performer 
of Burgher/Tamil Sri Lankan and Irish/Roma ascent. Her most recent titles are the nonfiction 
book Care Work: Dreaming Disability Justice (2018) and the poetry book Tonguebreaker (2019). Her 
memoir Dirty River was a finalist for a Lambda Literary Award and a Publishing Triangle Award (Judy 
Grahn Award for Lesbian Nonfiction). She is also author of the poetry books Bodymap and Love 
Cake (Lambda Literary Award winner) and Consensual Genocide, and co-editor of The Revolution Starts At 
Home: Confronting Intimate Violence in Activist Communities. She is the co-founder of Mangos With Chili, 
North America's touring queer and trans people of colour cabaret, and is a lead artist with the disability 
justice incubator Sins Invalid.  
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R A Y  F E L I X  a n d  T O M  S C I A C C A  

BRONX HEROES IN 
TRUMPLAND   
CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (72 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): APRIL 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
The Bronx Heroes take on their biggest foe of all, President Donald Trump, in this hilarious 
and boldly subversive comic book.  
Astron Star Soldier is an astronaut/alien warrior who first appeared in Tom Sciacca's Astral Comics 
#1 in 1977. Black Power is an African American superhero, war veteran, and former boxer who first 
appeared in Ray Felix's comic A World Without Superheroes in 1993. As the Bronx Heroes dedicated to 
fighting criminals and eradicating injustice, they join forces to confront their greatest foe ever - an evil 
supervillain named Donald Trump.  
Trump is a toupee-wearing scoundrel plotting to use mind control to vanquish America after first 
conquering the five boroughs of New York. With his help of the evil prince Putin and his MAGA hat-
wearing goon named Gorka, Trump is determined to build walls, create divisiveness, and destroy the 
media. Astron Star Soldier and Black Power resolve to defeat Trump and restore order but are 
hypnotized into helplessness by Trump's scheming FLOTUS. Can the Bronx Heroes succeed where 
Mueller, Hilary Clinton, and the US congress failed, and save the nation from itself? 
Outlandish and recklessly funny, Bronx Heroes in Trumpland is a comic book that will make you believe 
in America again. 
 
RAY FELIX is a Bronx native born in 1973. His comics include Bronx Heroes 1.0: Runaway Slave, Bronx 
Heroes 2.0: The Greatest Hero Black Power, Heavy Traffic, Enter: The Roach and A World Without Superheroes. 
Felix is also the founder of the community-based organization Bronx Heroes Comic Con and co-
founder of Women in Comics Con, both of which promote literacy and education through the practice 
of reading and creating comics. He has been the recipient of numerous awards and grants including 
from New York State Council on the Arts in 2011 -2016, the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
Bloomberg Philanthropies; he was also awarded a Citation of Merit from the Borough of The Bronx 
for his community based work and teaching at-risk LGBTQ youth. 

TOM SCIACCA is a Bronx-born artist/writer/journalist/filmmaker. In high school, he met future 
Marvel superstar George Perez, and the two bonded over their mutual love of comics. The duo started 
working on various fanzines in the 1970s, finally breaking into Marvel Comics in 1974, where Tom 
worked as assistant to Stan Lee. He was later assistant to Vince Colletta, art director at DC Comics, 
where he worked on projects such as the 1978 film Superman and the comic book Superman vs 
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Muhammad Ali. Sciacca was also one of the first indie comic publishers, of Astral Comics in the 1970s 
and early 1980s; he recently revived Astral Comics with Ray Felix as art director. 
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VIVEK SHRAYA (TEXT) ,  NESS  LEE 
( ILLUSTRATIONS)  

DEATH THREAT   

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (60 PP) 
PUB DATE (Canada): MAY 2019 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
ON THE SHORTLIST OF THE 2020 LAMBDA LITERARY AWARDS! 
 
In the fall of 2017, the acclaimed writer and musician Vivek Shraya began receiving vivid and disturbing 
transphobic hate mail from a stranger. Celebrated artist Ness Lee brings these letters and Shraya's 
responses to them to startling life in Death Threat, a comic book that, by its existence, becomes a 
compelling act of resistance. Using satire and surrealism, Death Threat is an unflinching portrayal of 
violent harassment from the perspective of both the perpetrator and the target, illustrating the dangers 
of online accessibility, and the ease with which vitriolic hatred can be spread digitally. 
 
VIVEK SHRAYA is the author of the young-adult collection God Loves Hair, the novel She of the 
Mountains, the poetry book even this page is white, and the children's picture book (with Rajni Perera) The 
Boy & the Bindi (all published by Arsenal Pulp Press), as well as I'm Afraid of Men and What I Love About 
Being QUEER. She is editor of the Arsenal Pulp Press imprint VS. Books, dedicated to work by young 
black, Indigenous, and writers of colour. Vivek was the 2014 recipient of the Steinert & Ferreiro Award 
for leadership in Toronto's LGBTQ community, the recipient of Anokhi Media's inaugural Most 
Promising LGBTQ Community Crusader Award in 2015, a 2015 Toronto Arts Foundation Emerging 
Artist Award finalist, and a 2015 recipient of the Writers' Trust of Canada's Dayne Ogilvie Prize 
Honour of Distinction. Originally from Edmonton, she now lives in Calgary, where she is an assistant 
professor in the University of Calgary's Department of English. 

NESS LEE is an illustrator/artist based in Toronto. Her illustrations have been chosen for award 
publications such as American Illustration 35 and the Society of Illustrators 57 and she has exhibited her 
works at galleries in Toronto, New York, Boston and Tokyo. She graduated from the Ontario College 
of Art and Design with a Bachelors of Design degree in Illustration. She has continued to explore her 
practice using a wide range of mediums such as ceramics, drawing, painting, and mixed media 
sculpture. 

PRAISE FOR DEATH THREAT 

An unexpected and ebullient pairing of two rising stars in Canadian writing and illustration, 
approaching a fraught subject with an unconventional and surprising look at the perspectives of both 
perpetrator and victim. -Quill and Quire 
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That Vivek shares her life so openly is an inspiration to many but is not without costs. I'm so grateful 
for her voice. It feels like a natural fit for comics. -Jillian Tamaki, co-creator of Skim and This One 
Summer 

Death Threat is fearless and ambitious. I have no idea where Vivek will go next but we should all be 
very excited to follow her there. -Michael DeForge, author of Ant Colony and Big Kids 

Death Threat perfectly expresses the feeling of being exposed to the hurtful and threatening 
presumptions of strangers. Vivek Shraya and Ness Lee transform a hideous and constrictive mindset 
into beauty and love. -Lisa Hanawalt, production designer/producer, BoJack Horseman; author of Coyote 
Doggirl 

In transcending hate and ignorance with strength and vulnerability, Shraya - with the assistance of Lee 
[and colorists] Phan and Tang - deliver a message of hope and courage to all trans women. -Gay League 

Documenting the hate mail that Shraya gets, she uses satire, surrealism, and the illustrations of Ness 
Lee to bring online dangers to life and provide life-saving visibility to the dangers trans people face 
everyday. -Out 
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VIVEK SHRAYA (TEXT) ,  
RAYMOND BIESINGER 
( ILLUSTRATIONS)  

SHE OF THE 
MOUNTAINS  

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (152 PP) 
PUB DATE (Canada): SEPTEMBER 2014 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 

A "Globe 100" Best Book of the Year (The Globe and Mail) 
Lambda Literary Award finalist 

 
In the beginning, there is no he. There is no she.  

Two cells make up one cell. This is the mathematics behind creation. One plus one makes one. Life 
begets life. We are the period to a sentence, the effect to a cause, always belonging to someone. We 
are never our own.  

This is why we are so lonely.  

She of the Mountains is a beautifully rendered illustrated novel by Vivek Shraya, the author of the Lambda 
Literary Award finalist God Loves Hair. Shraya weaves a passionate, contemporary love story between 
a man and his body, with a re-imagining of Hindu mythology. Both narratives explore the complexities 
of embodiment and the damaging effects that policing gender and sexuality can have on the human 
heart.  

 
 
VIVEK SHRAYA is the author of the young-adult collection God Loves Hair, the novel She of the 
Mountains, the poetry book even this page is white, and the children's picture book (with Rajni Perera) The 
Boy & the Bindi (all published by Arsenal Pulp Press), as well as I'm Afraid of Men and What I Love About 
Being QUEER. She is editor of the Arsenal Pulp Press imprint VS. Books, dedicated to work by young 
black, Indigenous, and writers of colour. Vivek was the 2014 recipient of the Steinert & Ferreiro Award 
for leadership in Toronto's LGBTQ community, the recipient of Anokhi Media's inaugural Most 
Promising LGBTQ Community Crusader Award in 2015, a 2015 Toronto Arts Foundation Emerging 
Artist Award finalist, and a 2015 recipient of the Writers' Trust of Canada's Dayne Ogilvie Prize 
Honour of Distinction. Originally from Edmonton, she now lives in Calgary, where she is an assistant 
professor in the University of Calgary's Department of English. 
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RAYMOND BIESINGER’S work has appeared in such publications as The New Yorker and the New 
York Times.  

 
PRAISE FOR SHE OF THE MOUNTAINS 

She of the Mountains is a treatise to epic love. Shraya's prose is deft and lyrical, and shape-shifts like his 
characters' bodies and desires - both otherworldly and human. This is a book that is full of heart, and 
mine sank and lifted with each turn of the page. -Farzana Doctor, author of Six Metres of 
Pavement and Stealing Nasreen 

Vivek Shraya's intimate novel weaves together a contemporary love story with Hindu mythology, 
incorporating strikingly bold illustrations from Raymond Biesinger. This is a book for readers who 
want to be taken on an artistic ride. -The Advocate 

A cathartic tale simply told. -The Globe and Mail ("The Globe 100") 

Given the intersection of Vivek Shraya's writing and his music up till now, it should come as no surprise 
that his newest book is an equally compelling fusion of stories, voices, and textures. She of the 
Mountains is a touching and transporting prose-poem that has a music all its own. -Rakesh Satyal, author 
of Blue Boy 

She of the Mountains weaves together a young man's journey with Hindu mythology, creating a 
sophisticated and whimsical tale -- a poignant capturing of the search for wholeness, whether on a 
human or superhuman level. -Shyam Selvadurai, author of The Hungry Ghosts 

The Hindu gods, with their constantly shifting personas and manifestations, add a clever and 
thoughtful layer to the novel and highlight the intricacies and power of a love that eclipses gender, 
time, and conventions. Strikingly illustrated by Raymond Biesinger, this is a lyrical ode to love in all its 
many forms. -Publishers Weekly 

She of the Mountains is a forthright, honest, damned sexy book written, gleefully and counter-intuitively, 
in a lyrical, epic, transcendent style. It is not your typical debut novel, but rather one ripped apart at 
the spine and then reconfigured via alchemy, Tantric mysticism, the open verse of social media, and 
pure, raw talent. Sensual, smart (and smart-assed), She of the Mountains is the beginning of something 
big, bold, and - hold your purse! - glamorous. -R. M. Vaughan, author of Compared To Hitler 

Vivek's latest - and most beautiful - work is a truly remarkable, mesmerizing journey. I feel like I've 
uncovered a whole other side to him. One of the brightest new writing talents to come out of Canada.  
-Tegan Quin, of Tegan and Sara 

Vivek Shraya seamlessly blends a lyrical interpretation of Hindu mythology with a contemporary 
coming-of-age tale . .. Studded with abstract illustrations by Raymond Biesinger, Shraya's book is 
accessible, yet complex. There is the sense that what he achieves with She of the Mountains is so new, we 
don't have the proper language to articulate its success. The ultimate hope is that this work will pave 
the way for more of its ilk, and provide this country and culture with a robust look at identity and its 
inherent fluidity. -Quill and Quire (STARRED REVIEW)  
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S Y B I L  L A M B   

THE GIRL WHO WAS 
CONVINCED BEYOND ALL 
REASON THAT SHE COULD 
FLY 
 

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (108 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
A visionary young-adult illustrated novel about Eggs, a homeless girl who knows how to fly.  

In a rusted unnamed city full of five-dollar hotels and flea markets, a young homeless girl named Eggs 
is trying to make her way in the world. She's shy and bold at the same time, and wary of strangers, but 
she is convinced beyond all reason that she can fly.  

And fly she does, from rooftop to rooftop, from chimneys to phone wires; she scurries up the sides 
of buildings and sneaks into secret lairs. Eggs is a loner, but she makes two friends: Grack, who sells 
100 different kinds of hot dogs from his bicycle cart, and Splendid Wren, a punk rocker whose open 
window Eggs came crashing through one night. Both Grack and Splendid Wren try their best to 
protect her, but Eggs meets her match when on a cold night she swoops onto a rooftop and steals a 
warm jacket belonging to Robin, a neighbourhood baddie with anger management issues. Can Eggs 
elude his wrathful revenge? 

Beguiling and otherworldly, The Girl Who Was Convinced Beyond All Reason That She Could Fly is a fevered 
dream about a young girl’s flights of fancy in order to survive, and to thrive. 

SYBIL LAMB’s writing and art have appeared in books, magazines, comix, alleys and tattoos. Her 
novel I've Got a Time Bomb was published by Topside Press. 
 

PRAISE 

Every page of this beautiful dream of a book made my heart skip. Eggs is the most lovable, winning 
character I've met in a long time. -Casey Plett, author of Little Fish 
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Sybil Lamb elevates the chapter book format with this incredible tale of love, friendship, solidarity, 
and the magic of building beautiful things in unlikely places. Eggs is a superhero for these times and 
the world she (probably) flies through is full of characters (punks, hipsters, knitters, and hot dog 
vendors) so alive and oddly familiar readers will embrace them like neighbours from a place they never 
knew they belonged. I cannot wait to read this with the kids in my life. -Cory Silverberg, author of What 
Makes a Baby 
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VIVEK SHRAYA (TEXT) ,  
JULIANA NEUFELD 
( ILLUSTRATIONS)  

GOD LOVES 
HAIR   

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (128 PP) 
PUB DATE (Canada): SEPTEMBER 2020 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE NETHERLANDS 
 
A tenth-anniversary edition of Vivek Shraya's first book: a YA coming of age novel that 
celebrates racial, gender, and religious diversity.  
 
In 2010, Vivek Shraya self-published God Loves Hair, her first book; since then, Vivek has published 
six more titles, including a novel, poetry collection, graphic novel, and children’s picture book, while 
also working as an artist, musician, and academic.  
God Loves Hair is a collection of vignettes that follows a tender, intelligent, and curious child who 
navigates the complex realms of gender creativity, queerness, brownness, religion, and belonging. This 
tenth-anniversary edition, published in hardcover for the first time, includes a foreword by award-
winning YA writer Cherie Dimaline (The Marrow Thieves), as well as a new preface, story, and 
illustrations.  
Told with the poignant insight and honesty that only the voice of a young narrator can convey, God 
Loves Hair is a moving and ultimately joyous portrait of the resiliency of youth. 
 
VIVEK SHRAYA is the author of the young-adult collection God Loves Hair, the novel She of the 
Mountains, the poetry book even this page is white, and the children's picture book (with Rajni Perera) The 
Boy & the Bindi (all published by Arsenal Pulp Press), as well as I'm Afraid of Men and What I Love About 
Being QUEER. She is editor of the Arsenal Pulp Press imprint VS. Books, dedicated to work by young 
black, Indigenous, and writers of colour. Vivek was the 2014 recipient of the Steinert & Ferreiro Award 
for leadership in Toronto's LGBTQ community, the recipient of Anokhi Media's inaugural Most 
Promising LGBTQ Community Crusader Award in 2015, a 2015 Toronto Arts Foundation Emerging 
Artist Award finalist, and a 2015 recipient of the Writers' Trust of Canada's Dayne Ogilvie Prize 
Honour of Distinction. Originally from Edmonton, she now lives in Calgary, where she is an assistant 
professor in the University of Calgary's Department of English. 

JULIANA NEUFELD  is an award-winning illustrator and mixed media artist living in Toronto. Her 
work has been inspired by the whimsy of children's illustration, journal art, and an obsession with 
textiles. Her work can be found in books, album covers, and nooks and crannies throughout the 
internet. 

PRAISE FOR GOD LOVES HAIR 
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"A book for all ages, God Loves Hair will be especially welcomed by contemporary genderqueer youth 
and twentysomethings who will see themselves in these vividly realized pages." —Booklist (STARRED 
REVIEW) 
A rich and powerful exploration of gender, sexuality, religion, race, and the desire to fit in ... Teens will 
relate to this honest and creative chronicle of one young man's journey toward self-acceptance, and 
the book will undoubtedly help those struggling with similar issues. Readers will come back to it again 
and again, finding new meaning and drawing new connections each time. -Quill and Quire (STARRED 
REVIEW)  
 
"Neufeld's mixed-media illustrations pair well with the scenes they depict, capturing the essence of 
being young with their multilayered texture and comic book-like immediacy. Running the emotional 
spectrum from shame to pleasure to acceptance, Shraya offers a refreshing window into the intimate 
struggles of youth." —Kirkus Reviews 
 
A touching poetic exploration of budding sexuality, the mysticism of religion, and family dynamics. 
Shraya's text and Neufeld's illustrations capture the confusion, innocence, and delusions of adolescence 
bang on. -Brian Francis, author of Fruit (Brian Francis) 
 
Shraya's book is a welcome peek into the complexities, richness, hardship, and even 'juicy' moments 
that make up a life lived not part of the majority. In our supposed melting pot but definitely 
heterosexist culture, growing up brown, soft and sissy isn't easy. In clear form and simple language, 
Shraya doesn't shy away from telling us how hard it was, but he doesn't keep the good stuff from us 
either. God loves a good storyteller, God must love Vivek.  
-Ted Kerr (Xtra and Vue Weekly columnist) (Ted Kerr) 
 
A lovely collection of short stories ... Shraya's stories navigate the complexities of sexuality, gender, 
racial difference, religious belief, and ways of belonging. -CM Magazine (CM Magazine) 
 
The thread of Hindu spirituality throughout the funny, heart-wrenching and beautiful prose makes it 
a soulful read without being the least dogmatic. -Xtra  
 
The strength of this collection lies not in asking you to feel pity, sympathy, love, anger, revulsion, 
sadness, or a familiar nostalgia, but rather it lies in an easy trust that readers will be able to return to a 
place of childhood learning, a place of disappointment and loss, discovery and revelation-a place filled 
with the minute details of growing up painfully, little by little, and then suddenly, all at once. -
Lemonhound  
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H A S A N  N A M I R  

THE NAME I CALL MYSELF 
I L L U S T R A T E D  B Y  C A T H E R Y N  J O H N  

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS (40 PP) 
PUB DATE (CANADA): OCTOBER 2020 
RIGHTS SOLD: 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE NETHERLANDS 
 
For all other rights please contact Brian Lam brian@arsenalpulp.com 
 
A sweet and moving picture book depicting Ari's gender journey from childhood to 
adolescence in order to discover who they really are.  

Meet Ari, a young person who doesn't like to be called by their birth name Edward: "When I think of 
the name Edward, I imagine old kings who snore a lot. " Throughout this beautiful and engaging 
picture book, we watch Ari grow up before our very eyes as they navigate the ins and outs of their 
gender identity; we see how, as a child, they prefer dolls and princess movies, and want to grow out 
their hair, though their father insists on cutting it short, "because that’s what boys look like. " At nine, 
they play hockey but wish they could try on their mother's dresses; at fifteen, they shave their face, 
hoping to have smooth skin like the girls. At sixteen, they want to run away, especially from their 
father, who insists, "You're a boy, so you have to act like one. " Who will Ari become? 

Moving from age six to adolescence, The Name I Call Myself touchingly depicts Edward's tender, solitary 
gender journey to Ari: a new life distinguished and made meaningful by self-acceptance and 
unconditional love. 

HASAN NAMIR was born in Iraq in 1987 and came to Canada at a young age. He graduated from 
Simon Fraser University with a BA in English. His debut novel God in Pink won the Lambda Literary 
Award for gay fiction in 2016. His other titles are the poetry book War/Torn and the children's 
picture book The Name I Call Myself(forthcoming in 2020). He lives in Vancouver. 
 
CATHRYN JOHN is an illustrator and designer with a passion for social equity and the environment. 
Her practice includes a range of mediums from acrylic painting to woodworking. Cathryn is an 
international award-winning designer for "The Plant Project" which works to improve people's 
relationships with plants. She lives in Vancouver. 
 

PRAISE 

All kids need to see that there are many ways to be in the world - and that even if some people don't 
understand, in the end, it is what you know about yourself that matters most. -Robin Stevenson, author 
of Pride Colors 
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Beautiful words and illustrations come together to show the vulnerability, endurance, and beauty of 
growing up, and finding the strength to be who you really are. -Dina Del Bucchia, author of Don't Tell 
Me What to Do 

Hasan Namir's heartwarming book is a countdown to self-love. Each page is a lesson in courage 
through Namir's succinct text and Cathryn John's imaginative illustrations. -Catherine Hernandez, 
author of I Promise and Scarborough 
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VIVEK SHRAYA (TEXT) ,  RAJNI  
PERERA ( ILLUSTRATIONS)  

THE BOY & THE BINDI   

CLIENT: ARSENAL PULP PRESS 
MATERIAL: FULL MS. (38 PP) 
PUB DATE (Canada): SEPTEMBER 2016 
RIGHTS HELD: FRANCE, GERMANY, THE 
NETHERLANDS 
 
In this beautiful children's picture book by Vivek Shraya, author of the acclaimed God Loves Hair, a 
five-year-old boy becomes fascinated with his mother's bindi, the red dot commonly worn by South 
Asian women to indicate the point at which creation begins, and wishes to have one of his own. Rather 
than chastise her son, she agrees to it, and teaches him about its cultural significance, allowing the boy 
to discover the magic of the bindi, which in turn gives him permission to be more fully himself.  

Beautifully illustrated with hand paintings by Rajni Perera, The Boy & the Bindi is a joyful celebration of 
gender and cultural difference. 

VIVEK SHRAYA is the author of the young-adult collection God Loves Hair, the novel She of the 
Mountains, the poetry book even this page is white, and the children's picture book (with Rajni Perera) The 
Boy & the Bindi (all published by Arsenal Pulp Press), as well as I'm Afraid of Men and What I Love About 
Being QUEER. She is editor of the Arsenal Pulp Press imprint VS. Books, dedicated to work by young 
black, Indigenous, and writers of colour. Vivek was the 2014 recipient of the Steinert & Ferreiro Award 
for leadership in Toronto's LGBTQ community, the recipient of Anokhi Media's inaugural Most 
Promising LGBTQ Community Crusader Award in 2015, a 2015 Toronto Arts Foundation Emerging 
Artist Award finalist, and a 2015 recipient of the Writers' Trust of Canada's Dayne Ogilvie Prize 
Honour of Distinction. Originally from Edmonton, she now lives in Calgary, where she is an assistant 
professor in the University of Calgary's Department of English. 

RAJNI PERERA  is a Sri Lankan-born artist whose internationally showcased work floats between 
Western and immigrant culture. She lives in Toronto. 
 

PRAISE FOR THE BOY & THE BINDI 

The story is simple but incredibly touching and the words are accompanied by the most vibrant 
illustrations, ones that truly suit the vibrancy of South Asian culture. This may also be a great book to 
reach for when introducing Hinduism to anyone who is curious or confused about it. -Book Riot 

The easy rhyming and vivid colors make this an unforgettable look into Hindu culture. -Kirkus Reviews 
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As a story, it's beautifully told, and the bright and colourful hand-painted illustrations complement the 
text perfectly. A great addition to a classroom bookshelf or home library. -Canadian Children's 
Booknews (Recommended) 

A beautiful picture book [that explores] queer South Asian themes. -Huffington Post 

Shraya's story defines and affirms important values of Hindu culture -- and nudges gender norms, as 
well. -Publishers Weekly 

Shraya makes her picture book debut with gentle rhymes and warm whimsy, amplified by Perara's 
richly hued illustrations.  
-School Library Journal 

A well told, richly illustrated representation of expansive gender that isn't white . .. Shraya's warm and 
entertaining rhyming text tells a story about difference without relying on bullying, and shares with all 
kids something about the world told through the intimate lens of a child's experience of their body, 
mind, and spirit.  
-CBC Parents 

Suitable as a gentle introduction to Hindu culture, this simple reflection will complement multicultural 
collections. The beautiful and detailed illustrations, such as those of Ammi's traditional dress and 
jewelry, provide additional cultural context. -Booklist 

 
 

 


